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TO T H E 

Right Honorable^ 
The 

Earl of Chejlerfield. 



My Lord, 



THE firft and moft va« 
liiable quality of an 
Hiftorian is a fcrupuloiis at« 
tachment to truth. Wlth- 
A 2 out 



VI Dedication. 

out this, all hiSjOther qua- 
lities deferve little confide- 
ratioiif or rath^f are higWy 
blameable : they ferve only 
to mifleadthe feeder, whom 
theyj)retend to inform and 
ditea. M I haX^e eii*£ 
voured, in the following 
liieets, to guide my felf by 
this principle j the dedica- 
tion of Juch a woriy how- 
ever otherwife inconfidera- 

ble, ought to be clear not 
onty from thie gdihfy hii 
ft&m tht ifA»ptitatti(«iy of riat- 
ttty. 

Your 
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%dn^ribif^ iplp yqu^, as 

^m^ ^ ^T as to Oi^ 
l^^fi^e^, ^^tio has l<^g jC^^ertr 
^, 19 the j&n^ i»tefeft and 
for the f^fjr^rf'te iQ>f^/rj/, 
thofe Abilities which Hiftory 
moft delights to celebrate. 

That you may yet live, 
my Lord, many and happy 
years to ferye that Country^ 
you fb eminently adorn j is, 
I am perfuaded, the united 
wifti of all thofe, upon whole 

favour- 



viii Dedication. 

favourable opinion a great 
and good man would value 
himfelf. For me, I beg 
leave to (ay, in this public 
manner; diat I am truly, 
with that kind of regard 
which neither fortune not 
birth alone can infpire. 



My JhiORP, 

Tour Lordjhip^s 
moft devoted Servant^ 

D. M A L L E T. 
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LI F E 



OP 



Pfancis Bacon^ 

Lord high CHANCELLoii 

Of ENGLAND. 



THE antfcnt Egypt tans had 
a law, which ordained, that 
the anions and charafttrs 
of their Dead fliould be fo-' 
lemnly canvaffed before certain Judges 5 
in order to regulate what was due t& 
their memory. No quality^ however 
exalted,, no abilities^ however eminent^ 
could e^mpt the pofleflbrs from this 
laft and impartial triaL To ingenuous 
minds this was a powerful incentive^ ia 
the purfttit of virtue : and a ftrong re* 
B ftrain£ 



tH£ LIFE OF THE tokB 

ftraint on thb moft abandoned, in their 
career of vice^ Whoever undertakes to 
write the life of any peribn, deferving 
to be remembred by pofterity, ought to 
look upon f his law as prcfcribed to him. 
He is fairly to record the faults as well is 
the good qualities, the failings as well as 
the pcrfcdions, of the Dead} with this 
great view, to warn and improve the 
Living. For this reafon", tho I fhall dwell 
with plcafurc on the Ihining part of my 
Lord Bacons charafttr, as a writer, I 
fhall not dare cither to Cottceal or palli- 
ate his blcmifhcs, as a man. It equally 
concerns the publk to ire mide acquaint^ 
cd with both. 

Sir Nicholas Bacon was i^t firft 
lord Keeper of the Seals invefted with 
all the dignity, and truAed with all the 
power, of a Lord Chancellor. Thi^ 
high employment he held under Queen 
Elizabeth near twenty years : a miai- 
fter confidcrably learnedv of remai^kabliie 
prudence and honcAy > fcrvin^ht^cwia. 

try 



CHANCELLOR BACdi^. ^ 

trjr with the integrity of a good mdri, 
arid prcferving- thro the whole Courfc 
bf his ^rofpcrity, that moderation and 
|)lainnefs of manntrs which adorn a grfcat 
iiian. . His fecond wife was a daughter 
bf Sir Anthofiy Coo%e^ who liad befcn 
jpreceptor to Kdward the Sixth, ihd of 
whom hiftorians have tndde honourable 
mention for his skill in thfe learned lan- 
guages. Neither have they forgot to 
celebrate this Lady, on the fame ac- 
count. To the truth of which fevcti an Parfim 
fenemy bore teftimony, while he re-^*^^"^' 
proached her with having tranflated, 
iiomiYic hat iTiy Bifhopy^w^/'sapoldgy 
for the Church oi England. 

Such were the parents 6i Frmci^ 
BacoUy whofe Life I am writing. Of 
two fons, by this marriage j he was the 
yoiingcft : and born at Tork-Houfe in the 
3ttand^ the twenty-ftcond of Jafiuary 
If 61. As he had the good fof tune' to 1561. 
itome into the world af a period of time 
¥Kert drts arid fcicncesx^cre eflcemed and 
B i cultivated. 
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cultivated, by the Great and Powerful, 
almoft in the fame degree they are riov^ 
neglcftedj fo he brought with him a 
capacity for every kind of knowledge, 
ufeful and ornamental. An original 
genius, formed hot to receive implicit 
. notions of thinking ind rcafoning from 
what was admitted and taught before 
him J but to prefcribc laws himfelf, in 
the empire of leaf niilg, to his OWn antl 
iuccecdirig agcs^. 

He gave marks, vety early, of fiptfeg- 
il^nt and happy difpofition, far above his 
years. We arc told that Queen Eliza- 
i^eth took a particular delight in trying 
him with queftions; and received Co 
much fatisfaftion from the good fenfc 
and manlinefs of his anfwers, that flic 
was wont to call him, in mirth, her 
young Lord Keeper. One faying of 
his defcrvcs to be rcmcmbred. The 
Queen having askedhim his age, while 
he wa^jrtft^a^tipy rhe tnfwe readily, 

/ ■ " ' S that 









CHANCELLOR BACON. f 

that he was juft two years younger t^han, 
her happy reign. 

Op his education I knbwtao particu- 
lars, till he' was fent to ftudy in the uni- 
verfity of Cambridge under Dr. Whit^ 
gifty afterwards Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury: and I find he was entered of Tri-i 6th of 
nity-College in his twelfth year. Thefj^^^'J^ 
progrefs he made was rapid and uncom- 
mon : ibr he had run thro the whole 
circle of the liberal arts, as they were 
thgi taught, before he was fixteen. But 
what is far more furprizings he began, 
even then^ to f^e thro the emptrneft and 
futility of the philofophy in vogue : andi 
to cdnjefture, that ufcful knowledge 
muftberaifedon other foundations, and 
built up with other materials, than had 
been employed thro a traft of many ccn. 
ixuies backward. In this, his own gc-t 
nius, aided by a fingular difcernmenr, 
muft have been his only preceptor. Iru 
inatters of reasoning, the Authority of 
4fift^tlg was ftill acknowledged infelli- 

»3 m 
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blc in thp Schools > ^s much as that cd^ 
the Pope, ii) affairs oi' religion, had late- 
ly been acknowledged,, there and every 
where elfei And our Author may be 
juftly ftilcd the firft great Reformer of 
j)hiloIbphy. "He had the prepoflcflipns, 
^bc volaminous and[ ufclcfs reading, nay 
hq had thf vanity of men grown ol4 
in contrary opinions, to ftruggle with : 
yet lie lived to fee a confiderabk revo- 
lution on his fide* Another age brought 
over the Learned of all Nations to his 
^arty. 

It may b? juftly wondered at, tliaij 
tlic Lord Keeper, a minifterofgreajtob- 
fervation on men and things, fhpuld[ 
^avefent his Ton to travel at the age of 
iixteenj as We find He did: for, by a let- 
ter &om Sit AmiasTowlety then Am- 
taflador in France y it is certain that 
young Bacx^h was ^'Paris^ and undei: 
hjs roof, in the year i S77* We need 
fal|t loolc around us, to be convinced 
how littlq our Youtli of qualitv> who 



CHANCELLOR BACON- 

vifit foreign countries about that age, arc 
wont to profit cither in tafte, wifdom, 
or morals. But perhaps he difcovered 
in hisfona maturity pfdifcretion and 
judgment beyond what is common to 
that early fe^on of life. However that 
was, the Ambaflador conceived a very 
favourable opinion of Bacon \ for he 
fent him over to the Queen with a com» 
miffion that required fecrecy and dif- 
patch : of which he acquitted himfelf 
with applaufe, aod then returned to fi- 
nifh his travels. The native bent of hi j 
piind, ftrongly turned to rcflcftion and 
enquiry, fuffercd him not to flop fhor^ 
at the ftudy of languages, but led him^ 
higher to remark accurately on the cuC- 
toms and manners of thofe that (poke 
them 5 pn the charafters of their Prin- 
ces, arid on the conftitution of their fc- 
vcral governments. In proof of this, 
there is ftill extant among his works, a 
paper of obfervations on the geperal 
fljatc ofEuropfy written J?y him fhortly 
? 4; aft V 
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after this time j as I have difcovercd l?y. 
a circumjjancc mentioned in it *. 

As he was th? young^ft (bn, fohc 
fccms t;o haycbcen the favourite of his 
father i who had fet apart a confiderable 
fum of money to^ purchafe ap eftate for 
him, in his syi^fencc. But before that 
kind intention could take eff^d^ theLord^^ 
Keeper died fud^denly, by ^he following 
accident. Jie was ui^der the hands o^. 
his barber^ and, the weather being ful-. 
tcy, had ordered a window before him^ 
to be thrown open. As he was become, 
very corpulent, he prefcntly fell afleep, 
ill the current of frclh ajir tljat was Ijlow- 
ing in upon him 5, and awaked after 
fpme time, diftcmpercd all oyer. Why, 
faid he to the fervant, did you fufFcr mc 
to fleep thus expofcd? The fellow re- 
plied, that he durft not prefume to di-, 
(jurbhip. Then, faid the Lord Keeper, 

by." 

' ♦ He fays th^X^^enry IIL of France was then 
3^ y^TS old : now that King began his reign in 
3574; at the age of 24 year*. So that Baemw^ 
tfe.n nineteen. 



CHANCELLOR BACON. 

by your civility I lofe my life: and Co 
removed into his bed-chamber, where 
he died a few days after. Thus there 
remained to his youngeft fon only the 
fingH pr<^>ortion. of a fum> which Wds 
to be divided among five brothers. 

The narrawnels of his circumflances 
obliged him to think of (bme profeflion. 
for a fiibiiilance : and he applied him* 
felf, more thro neceility than choice^ 
to. the ftudy of the common law. For 
that purpofe^ he placed himfelf in the 
ibcictY ofGra/S'J^nr where his fupc- 
jdpr ^alents rendered hjim the ornaqient 
of the> Houfe : as the gentlenefs and 
affability of his deportment won him the 
affedion of all its members. In his pro- 
fcifion, he quickly rofe to £b muelj emi- 
nence and reputation, that, at the age 
of twenty-eight years, hew»s named by 
Elizabeth her learned council extraor- 
ijinary : a diftinftioa whiqh he , needed 
Qo.afllftance from his fatl^er's merit with 
^jicr to deCervc. It was however next 

to 
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to impofliblc that fo noble a genius,, 
born to embrace the whole compalfi Of 
fciencc, Ihould confine its rcfeorchts 
within the narrow and perplexed ftudy 
pf precedents and authorities : a ftudy 
hedged round with t^rambles and thorns, 
dark and barbarous in its beginnings^ and 
rendered iii its progrefs ftill inorc ob- 
fcure, by the learned dulnefs of com- 
mentators and compilers i men, for the 
moftpart^ of indefatigable induftry, v^d 
pf no fpirit or difcernment According- 
ly we find that in this intej-val he often 
gave full fcope to his conceptions 5 fur- 
vcying the whole ftate of learning, ob- 
ferving its defers, and imagining the 
proper methods to fupply them. This 
he firfl attempted in a treatife which hie 
entitled The Gb^eatest Bicith op 
Time; as appears from a letter, writ- 
ten after his retirement, to father Ful^ 
gmtio t\\z Venetian J in which lie pafles 
a kind ofcenfure on the pompous and 
fwelling title prefixed to it, Tho the 

piece itfclf is loft, it appears to have been 

the 
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|he firfl outlines of that amaziri|g deftgo, 
which he afterwards filled up and finifti^ 
ed in his grand Inftauration of the fciea- 
ces. As there is not a more amufing, 
perhaps a moreufcftil fpeculation^ (haii 
that of tracing the hi^o^yofthe human 
mind, if I may Co exprefs my fclf^ in its 
progreilion from truth to truth, and 
from difcoycry to difcovcry 5 the intelli- 
gent reader would doubtlefs have been 
pleafed to fee, in the trad I am fpeaking 
of, by \i^at fteps and g^dations a (pi- 
th like Boom's advanced in building up^ 
^or Qiore tham thirty years together, his 
new and univcrfal theory. He thought 
himfelf born for the ufe 6f human kind : 
aod in the letter above mentioned ftile$ 
himfelf, the fcrvant of pofterity. 

These few hints for filling up this 
^rft part of our Author sJlife, trivial and 
uhfaf isfadory as they may appear, I have 
yet been, obliged toglcanhere and there 
ki the rubbifh of fevcral colkaions, 
where they lay Ccattcred, withput order 
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or connedion. But I fhall now no 
longer regard Bacon as a mere j^hilofo-" 
pher y as a man of Q>ccuIation who con- 
verfcd only with books and his own 
thoughts, in the Ihadc of retirement and 
kifure. The courfe of his fortunes pro- 
duced him on the great theatre of the 
world, involved him in buftnefs, and 
complicated him with the moft confider* 
able perfons of the age he lived in. He 
was honourably employed by one Prince, 
and highly preferred under another. It 
will be therefore ncecfiary, that this hi- 
ftory may have its due extent and ufeful- 
ncfs, to exhibit a general profpeft of the 
two reigns in which Bacon flourilhed 
and fcll^ at leaft in their principal points 
of view. The charafters of thofe with 
whom he had any connedion will illu- 
ftrate his, and fhcw it in a truer, as well 
as a fuller Ij^jght. 

I HAVE yet another- reafon for enlarg- 
ing this account beyond the ordinary 
limits. Our Author'^ letters, ar^ writ*- 
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ten, many of them at Icaft, on public 
occafions, and may be confidered as the 
moft authentic vouchers for feveral re- 
markable occurrences, in which be him- 
felf was an ador, and well acquainted 
with the fecret motives on which others 
aded. But as thofe things are for the 
moft part only hinted at, or no farther 
C|)ened than to ferve the prefent purpofc 
of his letters they will require to be de- 
veloped at fome length, and ranged into 
their proper places. 

Elizabeth had a larger (hare of 
good fenfe and found judgment than is 
commonly to be met with among wo- 
men 5 accompanied with a greatnefs of 
mind and fteadinefs of purpofe that 
might do honour to the beft of men. 
Thefc her natural endowments received 
much, tho fevere, improvement from 
the dangers (he was expofed to in the 
iirft part of her life. She grew up in a 
ftrift attention over her own aftions, 
even over her looks and words, from 

the 
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the rigor of her father s temper, and par- 
ticularly from the jealous cruelty of her 
fifter's adminiftratidn : a Ihort but me- 
morable peribd of time when England 
beheld, under a female rclgri, fuch in- 
ftarices of mercilefs rage; fuch fcencai 
bf horror, as had of old ftanled thi 
RomanWot\di^vi}l<itt2LNeto and z^o- 
fnttian. The dreadful genius of that fu- 
perftition to which (he had devoted her- 
fclf, then exerted its (pirit tmdifguifedj 
in betraying, tormettting, butchering^ 
by the miniftry of inhuman priefts and 
inquifitors, whoever would not profe(s 
what he could not poffibly believe. If 
wc may credit Hiftoriiits, they had zvtxi 
doomed Elizabeth hcrfelf to die: ajtid 
flie cfeaped, miraculoufly, hot by the 
kindnefs, but the policy of Philip h him- 
felf a tyrant, the codlcft arid moft deter- 
mined of thcfc latter ages. 

At her acceffion to the throne, flic 
found her revenues anticipated or ek- 
hauftedj her kingdom, thro the fangui- 

nary 
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hary madncfs of her predcccflbr, dii^ 
jointed and broken of its vigor within : 
at the fame time unfupportcd by allies 
and without confideration abroad. Her 
good fenfc led her to fee, by the errors 
bf her father and her fifter, that Ihe could 
txpeft to reign with fecurity, only by 
defcrving the confideftce and gaining the 
love of the nation : and that in order 
theretdi Ihe muft propofe to herfclf no 
other end of ruling but the happinefe 
and honour of all her people. This fy- 
ftcm of policy, fo fimple in itfclf, fo glo- 
rious in its.confcquences, and yet by 
princes fo feldom purfued, Ihe adhered 
to fteadily, almoft uniformly, thro z 
long and triumphant reign 5 for this 
Very reafon triumphant. 

The reformation of religion (heat- 
tempted ahdieffededs at a feafon when 
her power was unconfirmed, and in pro- 
bable danger from inteftine commotions. 
For revolutions in religion are apt to 
put tht whole conftitution of a fofcicty 

into 
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into ferment, even more ftrongly thad 
alterations in governments as every in* 
dividual is immediately and intimately 
aduated by what feems to him of higheft 
and moft lading concern. She kept a- 
wake, and animated, with wonderful ad- 
drefs, the divifions in Scotland^ itiFrance^ 
in the Netherlands : and that with more 
jufticc on her part than is ufually obferv- 
cd by princes when they would do ill 
offices to their neighbours. The iTove- 
reigns of thofe countries, when they 
agreed in nothing elfc, were ever com- 
bined in a common enmity to her : at a 
time too when fhc had nothing to op- 
pofe againft their pretenfions, their con- 
Ipiracies, their open attacks, but her owri 
courage and the native ftrength of Eng- 
land alone. And yet, by helping for- 
ward the reformation in Scotland i by 
fupporting the proteftants in France ^ 
by the wife and well-managed fupplies 
Ihe fent to the "Dutch^ who were ftrug-^ 
gling hard for their lives and liberties 
,with an unrelenting tyrant: by this 

fcri« 



fetiis 'of'cbniiiid, ftcadlly pixrfucd, flie 
tniimphfed["'over all oppplitlon, and Tzn- 
dcred-'htrfclf'thc arbitrefs of Europe! 
Fot'it nlay^c aifirmed, that her admi-^ 
iiWraf ibrt made a gteatgr iniprcflion o4^ 
all Ih^dates round her, than it received 
itfd^ frorii'ahy i an iinddubted proof of 
itS'ftriiihefs and ddive vigoir. 

Wh 'e n Ihfc came to the crown, (tic ^ 
fdu'ffd* iHe'^natioh fduf millions in debt : 
a (urA'^thcri almoft' incredible ! arid yit " 
hft*bc6BflBiiiy alone cnaBfetl-y 
cltaFgVit/ The 'Coin,. wliicK had'bceii; 
mucVembafed *'by 'tieniy the* Eighth^ ' 
and by il/^ ^Kolly negle^ed, (he^^^ 
ly teflored to its juft ftandard s and there- 
ivftli'thH public faith and credit' ^ Her 
taSfgazia^rflife careflilty rc^^^ • 

arfeii; artiihuhiiwfi- Vatlikd ftorcs bf c- 
Vel-y kifid^^aiia^MJcAltfe ill bver'^ 
laWi^iitotmikS.io be auly triinecl la' ' 
inflffjuf cxiYcif^s.- Hcr'navy'Ws fallcii^^^ 
to'Hecifl-ariii almoft kbiftclbhedr .Tfiii; 
Ih«'4it4i'ef»(2ff'tb fcpiirj witH an'iittcd;^'' 
€ tion^ . 



ir 
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tion, which the great bulwark of thi* 
kingdom will ever dcfcrvc from a Prince^ 
who undcrftands in what his own ftrength 
and that of his dominions naturally con- 
fii\. Her fleet was at lafl a match for 
fhc mighty Armada of Spain : that Ar- 
mada boafted to be invincible, and which 
was in truth a deQ)crate effort of the 
whole power and refcntment of her bit- 
tercft enemy. Her viftory over him^ as 
entire as it was glorious^ gave fecurity 
and renown to tiiis Ifland : and, what- 
ever the partiality of foreign writers may 
have infinuated to the contrary, (he owed 
it to her ownheroical condud, and the 
unexampled bravery of her fubjefts. 

She was thefirft of ouf princes who 
piurfued, in any conitderable degree, the 
only fure method of making England 
great and powerful s by encouraging and 
extending our commerce : which, under 
her proteftion, grew High, and fpread 
itielf thro the North and to both the In- 
dies. In a word, fuch was her condud, 
I fucb 
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filch her good fortune, in this Ifland and 
bn the Continent, that her allies had the 
ftrongcft confidence in iier afllftance and 
good faith : that her enemies ftood in 
awe df her power, and were forced to 
an unwilling approbation of her pru- 
dence. The appiaufe of fuch as think 
they have caufe to hate, and diftrefs us, 
is the fincereft, as it is the noblcft praifc. 
Her oeconomy was admirable. She hut 
banded the public money for her peo- 
ple s eafe : (he laid it out, on proper oc- 
cafions, for their fafcty and honour. The 
undertakings of the government were 
never greater 5 the charge was never 
lefs. This gives the highcft idea of her 
miniftry, and places their charafters, in 
general, above imputation or reproach. 

Of Sir Nicholas Bacon^ our Au- 
thor's father, I have already given fome 
account: and (hall only add here, that 
he never afpired beyond the rank he 
brought with him to court. His mo- 
deration in all other refpcds was the 
C X fame. 
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fame." When the Queen vifited him" 
at his feat in Hertfordjhire^ (he told 
him with an air of pkafantry, that his 
hbufe was too little for him. No, re- 
plied the Lord Keeper 5 but your Ma- 
jefty has made me too great for my 
hpufe. 

Walsingmam, in his private chi- 
rafter, was of unblemifhed honcfty: As 
a ininifter he had fingular fagacity in pro- 
curing intelligences which he knew to 
apply, with great dexterity, to the piir- 
pofesf of government 2 devoting himfelf, 
with fo generous a felf ncgled, to the fcr- . 
vice of his country, that he gained 4 re* 
putation for contempt of riches, which 
would have been highly reverenced in 
the beft times of antiquity j and will go 
near, inthcfcdays, to be thought either 
folly or frenzy. 

The Lord Trcafurcr Burleigh^ for 

his confummate abilities as a ftatcfman, 
was reckoned the firft name of his age : 
* '' * aricl^ 
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and Is itill pointed out as a pattern,which 
we rather wifti, thancxpeft, to fee fully 
copied, by his fucceflbrs in power. As 
he had ftrong, natural parts, and was. of 
unwearied application to bufinefs, his 
cxpefience niuft have been univerfal and 
unequalled 5 for he was at the head of 
the government almoft forty years. He 
feems, in particular, to have been emi- 
nently ppflcfled of that intrepidity of 
head, that^iivil courage;, fpncceflary in 
a gre^t mipifter : and withput which no 
ixjinifter will never do any thing truly 
lioble, ,9r of lading utility to mankind. 
Inyiplably attached to his Miftrefs, he 
ferved her with equal fidelity and fuQ- 
cefs ;. and had the lingular felicity to.prQ- 
niote the good of his country by thf 
lame arts that he employed to gratify the 
inclinations of his fovercign^ 

The glory qf this princqfs.will re- 
ceive a new luftre by comparing, thq 
fta.te of £»^/(^»i/ with that of almoft aU 
other nations in Europe^ at the fame 
C I time. 
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time. It muft have been no common 
addition to the tranquillity and happi- 
nefs of our anceftors^ that they enjoyed 
both, uninterrupted, for fuch a lengtii 
of years 5 while Sfotlatul and France j 
Spain and Hdlandy were torn with 
continual diviftons, and bleeding by the 
wounds of foreign and domeftic wars. 
Hers too was the Age of heroes both 
in arts and arms. Great captains, able 
fiatefmen, writers of the higheft order 
aroie, and under her influence fiourifhed 
together. Thus Bacon had all the in- 
centives that could kindle him up to a 
generous ambition, and quicken his emur 
lation in the p.urfuit of knowledge and 
honeft fame. And indeed his letters r?T 
main a proof, that if he courted the pro- 
per opportunities of raiitng his name, he 
loft none that might improve and en- 
^Ti V ^^^^^ ^^ mind. As the Lord Treafunpr 
jxcter ^\ had married his aunt, we find him fre* 
quent in his applications to that mini- 
fter for fome place of credit and fervicc 
in the ftate. He profcflcs too, that his 

vicw5 
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views on this head are as moderate, as 
bis aims another way are ambitious and 
vafl; for that he had taken all philofo^ 
phy for his province^ My Lord Bur- 
leigh interefled himfclf fo far on his be- 
half as to procure for him, againft vio^ 
lent oppofitioij, the offic? of Rcgifter ta 
thcStar-^Chatnbery worth about 1600/, 
a year: but it was only in reverfion, 
and did not fall tq him till near twenty 
years afterwards. Neither did he ob- 
tain any other preferment all this reign ; 
tho his winning addrcfs, his eloquence, 
his large and fyilcm^tical learning had 
raifed him to the admiration of the 
gr^ateft men at courts He was particu-^ 
larly efteemcd and patronized by Robert 
^ever^ttXy the famous and unfortunate 
Earl oiEjfex\ to whom he attached 
himfelf in his younger years, and by 
whofe intereft in the Queen he flattered, 
himfelf with the pro(pe6t of bettering 
his condition. Elizabeth herfclf (hew- 
ed him feveral marks of diftindign, ad- 
mitted him often to her prefence, anc^ 

C4 CYCIJt 
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even consulted him on the ftatc^of Jxcr 
affairs :' q^s her minifters fomptimes njadc 
uTc of his pen in the vhidicatipjii of hcc 
government! And yet, no^twitl^ai^d- 
ing'thpie fair appearances, hemetwul^ 
rib preferment from that (^een anfwct- 
abid to the idea wc have of his merir,. oc 
her difccrnmcnt in the diftril^ution of 
favours. This defcrves fonie . cxplana- 

. 1 y .,«•'■ . ; : ; » i " t ..•••• 

tion, as it wiil difcover toys the tr^c 
genius of ihofc minillers, \vhQ ]pf(:teA4-. 
ing to ment themifelvc?, .a|;e jcajlQus pjf 
it in all pther men: \vtjo ?rc., equally, 
j)oor-fpirited and afpiring. 

The whole court ^vas at this time 
rent into fadions, headed on one part 
by the Earl of JEJfJC j on the p;:her hjr 
t|ie Cea/Sy father and fon. E£€pc was 
then in all the flower of his yotitlj, srid^ 
remarkable for the graccifulnefs of his 
perfon. In his nature brave, a.mbitiouS;^ 
popular: And >yhat*is uncommon, at! 
OKC the favourite of the Sovereign apd,. 
of the Nation. Fonci of mi^jt^ry glpQ^ 5 

liberal 



^ixffdlta^tofviRon ; devpted entirely to 
|}is irieads, and 'keeping no meafures 
jwithihis enemies $ of competent learn- 
ing himfelf, and a ftgnal benefador to 
Icamedxnen. Gne^ual^tyhehad, which 
^i£lingiufbes liim eminently from fuch 
^ arc perjfomaUy beloved by Princes : in 
(he Jaeight of hi^^f^our he received the 
admonition?, the remonftrances of his 
friends wkh all gentlenefs s and was eve^' 
ma& patient of the trath. But then he 
^nted thofe arts which are moft necef- 
^yi^ a courtier; and are indeed the 
ooly^ualitie? which the rabble of cour- 
tieacsv^luethemfelvesuponj circumfpec- 
^op, cunning, afiedation of fecrecy, 
with a ferviic obfequioufiiefs to the hu- 
ixioura of their fuperiors, and a mean but 
jmxious attention to their own intereft, 
yhcther at the expence of their patrons^ 
or of their country, A different turn, 
of inind gave the Earl's enemies great 
advantages againft him. They failedi 
not to reprefent to the Queen, on fe- 
yeral occaftons, that this young Lord, 

not 
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not fatisficd with the diftmdion of bchig 
her favourite, pretended to be her maA 
tcr; and prefcribed to her judgment on 
affairs of (late, with a haughtinefs ill be-? 
coming tlic diftance betwixt a Sovereign, 
and the Creature of her bounty. Such 
infinufttions, as they were partly true, 
could not fail of m^ing an impreflion 
on Elizabet^y who was naturally high 
fpirited, and infinitely jealpius of her au- 
thority. Tho fhc had a partjicujar fond-r 
nefs for the Earl, (he toolc occafion eve^ 
ry now and then to mortify his pridt 
by rcfufing to advance thofe friends of 
his whom he f cfortwpendcd fof prefer^, 
ment- After his retu^rn from the expe- 
dition to CadiZy in which he had be- 
haved himfclf with much gallantry, fhc 
raifcd liis enemy. Sir Robert Cecily to. 
be Secretary of States tho he had ear-, 
heftly folicitcd that poft for another. 
He had often applied to her in behalf of 
BacoUy and asked for him, with all the 
warmth of friendfhip, the place of So* 
li^itor General j but had been always rq^. 

fu(cdt 
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fufcd. Cecily who mortally hated EJf^Xy 
and had entertained a fecret jealoury of 
BacoUj on account of his fuperior ta- 
lents, reprefented the latter to the Queen 
as a man of mere {peculation ; as one 
wiiolly given up to pliilofophical enqui- 
ries, new indeed and amufing, but fan- 
ciful and unfolid : and therefore more 
likely tp diftrad her affairs than to fervc 
her ufefuUy and with proper judgment. 
Bacon however was this man's; eou/in- 
german 5 his father and the Lord Bur- 
leigh having married two fifters: but 
Ambition knows neither merit nor rela- 
tion. This unworthy treatment from 
fo near a kinfman carried Bacon into 
very free expoftulations on his courtly 
artifices, as he endeavoured in fecret to 
crufh the man whom yet he pretended 
openly to ferve: and thefe repeated dif^ 
appointments funk fo deep into his fpi- 
rit, that he was fcveral times on the 
point of retiring for ever, and even of 
hiding his grief and refentment in fomc 

foreign country. Ejfex^ who could but 

ill 
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ill brook the mortification of a denial^ 
finding himfclf unable to fcrve his friend 
in a public way, wouM needs make up 
the lofs to him out of his own private 
f^Jf'"" fortune: and if we may believe Bujbel^ 
port. p. I he beftowcd upon him about this time 
T-j:;itenham-Tark and ksgardm of Ta^ 
radife. Whether it was that or fomc 
other of his lands, the donation was fo 
very confidcrable, that Bacon^ as liini- 
fclf acknowledges in his apology, fold 
it afterwards, even at an under price, 
for no Icfs than eighteen hundred pounds. 
A bounty fo noble, accompanied too^ 
as we Jcnow it was, with all thofe agree' 
able diftindions that to a mind, deli- 
cately fenfible, are more obliging than 
the bounty it felf, muft kindle in the 
breaft of a good man the moft arden? 
fentiments of gratitude, and create aii 
inviolable attachment to fuch a benefec- 
tor. • What then arc we to think oi Ba- 
con, when we ftid him, after this no, 
bleman s unhappy fat.e, publifhing to all 
England ^ Declaration of the treafon« 

of 
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Of Robert Earl of Efex ? This beha- 
viour drew upon him a heavy and ge- 
neral hatred at that time 5 which was 
not cxtinguifticd even by his death, but 
continues ftill, in the writings of more 
than one hiftorian, an imputation on hit 
triemory. As this tranfaftion is of Im- 
portance to his moral charadcr, I will 
lay it before tlic reader as impartially as 
1 can* 

Elizabeth had raifed that young 
Lord, throaferies of honors, to be Earl 
Marflial of England: and ^ was every 
day giving him new proofs of d particu- 
•lar and uncomtnon efteem* This only 
feirved to exafpcratc his enemies. They 
were powerful, and clofely united. But ^ 
as they durft not attack him openly, they ^ 
had rccourfc to dark and furcr arts of 
vengeances, againft which his openncfs 
of temper, unfufpefting and improvident, 
wais. no wife guarded. In truth, his im^ 
pcrious humour, . whicfh he could fel- 
dqmdifguifc,. aided th^^^^ de%ns; for it 

often 
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often broke forth into downright abufc 
and fcorn of thofc who thwarted his pro^ 
jeds, or dilTentcci from his opinions: 
and lie once, in fome difputc with the 
. Queen herfclf, turned his back abruptly 
upog her with all the marks of difrefpefl: 
and contempt. Provoked at this info- 
Icncc, £/i-s^^/>&^ forgettiiigh^rfcxand 
the dignity of her charafter, ftruck the 
Earl a box on the ear : which he on his 
part, with a meannefs of paflion yet left 
cxcufable in a man, rcfcnted fo highly 
as to lay his hand on his fword, againil 
a woman and his fovcrcign* No fub- 
fcqucnt favours could wear this imagi- 
nary affront out of his memory j tho fhc 
pardoned him the infult that occalioned 
it, and fcnt him (hortly after into Ire- 
landy as iKr vicegerent, withacommif- 
fipn almoft unlimited. His condud there 
has not efcaped the cenfure of hiftorians, 
who have remarked fevetely on the un-^, 
juftifiable treaty he made with the Arch- 
rebel TyronCy on the private conference 
they held together, and on lii$ precipitate; 

return 
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Ircturn to England^ againft the Queen's 
cxprcfs orders- This laft ill ftep he was 
betrayed into, if we may believe Osbotn^ ^^'nf 
by an artifice ofCetil: who firft infla-p.458/ 
med Elizabeth's Cxifpkions of the Earl, 
and then flopped all vcflels that were to 
fail for Ireland txQci^t one which he or- 
dered thither on purpofc with a feigned 
report of her death. Fatally deceived 
by this intelligence, EJfex failed away 
in a hurry for England^ attended only 
by a few of his friends. The Qiieen re- 
ceived him without any emotion cither 
of anger or affedion, and having con- 
fined him to his own houfc, ordered his 
condud to be examined in the ftaf-cham- 
ber. At this uftge of him, however 
gracious and moderate, the people, 
whofe idol he was, loudly exclaimed: 
and their unfeafonable partiality, repre- 
fented by his adverfaries as of dangerous 
tendency to the ftate, kindled anew the 
Queen s indignation againft him. Thus 
that popularity he had fo eagerly court- 
ed^ and fo much depended upon, ferved 

now 
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how only to hsSkctt fdrwird his xlcftrac^ 
tton. He was feiitenced by the council* 
to be removed from hU place at that* 
board) to be fufpended front his offices' 
of Earl Marlhal and Maftcr of thtf ord- 
nance, and to be imprifdncd during 'the- 
Queen s pleafure. Having humbled him ' 
thus far, (he ftopt (horr, forbidding h»'^ 
lentence to be entered on tecord; and-ftill 
contitiulng him Matter of the Horfe; 
She even gave hita the full enjoym'cnt * 
of his liberty, upon his cicpreflrnga jpcr- 
feft refignation to her pleafuftl but ^ 
Withal advifcd him to be his own keeper. - 
His feeming repentance was tif fliort' du^ 
ration; for upon the Qucen'^ refu-fel'ta :> 
grant him the fermof fwcfctrwine^^ 
Which he had very imprudcnbly pctitixMi-^^ 
ed for, he returned out of thic country^' ' 
and again abandoned him&If tt> alt' ttie ' ^ 
impetuofity of his temper i or ifatHdt tb* ^ 
the pernicious f^ggcfti6H5*x>f liift'fol^^' 
lowers. Indeed, ithe jprefomptldrt rfiSt^^' 
haturally grows out^f foccefsfoi atribli^'* 
tion, and the intcrfefted'^ottofete of thicJfe ^" 

whoft 
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whofc fortuftcs were involved with hi% 
ieem to have entirely turned his head : 
for his aftiojfis henceforward were the 
genuine effects of frenzy and defpain 
In conjundion with his friends, of feve- 
ral conditions, he meditatedi no lefs an 
attempt than to feize on the palace, to 
make tumfclf mafter of the Queeji's per- 
fon, and to banilh from abdut her all 
thdfe whom he reputed his enemies. 
Never was conspiracy fd ill laid, or con- 
duced with To little probability dffuccefs^ 
The court was prcfently alarmed, his 
houfe invefted^ hdmfelf and his friends 
made prifoiters, without any refiftance 
on his part ; for tho he was embarqued 
in a kiiid of rebellion, be knew not 
how to be a rebeL The particulars o£ 
his tryal are fordgn to' my ptirpdfc^ It 
was maniaged againft him by Sir Edward 
Coke^ the Attorney General, add by 
Bacon as one of the Queen's councils 
it ought not to be fcnrgoit that the former 
treated this unfortunate Nobleman withSttteT/yi^ 
ft ftraia of petulant dulnc6 and fcurrility*^'^JJ^-^ 
D that'* 
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that makes us Contemn his talent as a 
pleader, while we abhor the purpofeto 
which he made it fubfervient. Bacon 
was moderate and decent. The crime 
Was proved by a cloud of witnefles : and 
the unanimous fuffirage of his peers found 
him guilty* After his fentence he ap- 
peared wholly indifferent to life or death : 
tho the Queen feemed ftill irrefolute, or 
rather enclining to fave him. He died 
with the tendcrnefs of a penitent, and 
the firmneis of a hero : tho the Marfhal 
de Biran jefted on his deportment in that 
laft fcenc of life, as fuiting rather a monk 
than a foldien 

The untimely fate of this nobleman^ 
who died on a fcalFold in the prime and 
vigour of his years, excited univerfal pity, 
and was murniured againft by all condi- 
tions of people. Their reflexions on 
the prevailing party at court, even on 
the Queen her felf, were fo bold and in^ 
lurious, that the adminiftrati9n thought 
it heceflary to vindicate their condud in 

a 
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A paWie appeal to the pcofJie. This task ^^^^^f 
was afligncd to Bacon^ even then liithc trea- 
high cftcemfor his excellencies as arwri-i^Uf t 
ter. Some fay it was by bis enemies ^p^* 
ittfidioufly impofed dn him, to divert 
the national rclentmcnt from themfclvcs 
Upon a particular jferfoh, who was 
known to have lived in frieridlhip with 
EJfeXy and whom they intended to ruirt 
in the public efteem. If fuch was their 
intention j they fucceeded but M&wcU 
in it. Never man incurred more unf- 
verfal or more lafting cenfurc than Bacon 
by this writing. He was every where' 
traduced as one who endeavoured tof 
murder th€ good name 6f his benefaftor/ 
after the miniftry had deftroycdhlsper- 
fon. His life was even threatened: and 
he went in daily hazard of afiailination. 
This obliged him to ptoblifti, in his oyi* 
defence, the apology we find among his 
writings; It is long and elaborate r but 
tiotj perhaps^ in every part fatisfaftory. 

.Let us believe him on his own teftimbny,>{pofogyj 
that he hadiicver done that NoWemah^®^- ^^•- 
P 1 any 
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any ill officfes with the Queen; thoftie 
hcrfclf had, it feems, infinuated the con- 
trary: that on the other hand he had al- 
ways, during the time of their intimacy, 
given him advice no lefs ufeful than fin- 
cere; that he had wiflied, nay endea- 
voured the Earls prefervation even at 
laft, purely from afFedion to him, with- 
out any regard to his own intereft in 
that endeavour : let all this be allowed $ 
fome blemifh will (till remain on his 
charader. 

Essex deferved the fate he tmder- 
went i but he had paid his debt to juftice : 
and the commonwealth had now nothing 
to fear from any of his party. The de- 
claration above mentioned could there- 
fore be intended, only to ftill the prefent 
damours of the multitude : and tho the 
matter of it might be true. Bacon was 
not the^man who fliould have publifhcd 
thofc truths. He had been long and 
highly indebted to the Earl s friendfliip^ 
almQft beypnd the example even of that 

age. 
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age. In another man this proceeding 
might not have been blameablc : in him 
it cannot be cxcufed. Sir Henry Tel- 
vert on^ in the next reign, ventured on the 
difpieafure both of the King and his mi- 
nion, rather than do the miniftry of his 
office, by pleading againft the Earl ofAul.Co- 
Somerfety who had made him Solicitor ^"**^*' ' 
General. Had Bacon refufcd that invi- 
dious part, there were others, among 
the herd of afpiring and officious Law* 
yers, ready enough to have performed 
it: and his very enemies muft have 
thought more advantageoufly of him 
for declining a task, initfelfofnoeflea. 
tial importance to the ftate, and in him 
unjufl to friendfhip, obligation, grati- 
tude, the moft facred regards among 
men. 

Elizabeth furvi ved her Favourite 

about a year: and, if we may credit 

OsborUy grief and remorfe for his fate^^^^ 

accompanied her to the grave*. Shep.4y^ 

D 3 died 

* He i3 tliQ fuft author who mentions the ftory 
of the ring. 
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jdicd the twenty fourth oi March 1603, 
in the fulaefs of days and honour. Her 
reign had been long and triumphant: 
jind fhe had thro the whple courfe of it 
pjrefervcd, what fhe fo juftly merited, 
Ithc love and veneration of her people s 
thjctrucft glory, the rareft felicity of a 
42;_^^ Sovereign. She was fucceeded by James 
the Sixth of 4$V^r/^i«/, upder whom jB^- 
^tm afcended, by feyeral ftcps^ to the 
Itigheft dig,mty of the law. 

Thjs Prince, the moft un warlike 
that ever lived^ was born in the midft of 
f ivil commotions 5 at a time when his 
l^^hole kingjdom was torn into fafl ions, 
betwixt the party who had efpoufed the 
intcrcfts of his mother, and thofe who 
had declared for him. After he had ta- 
Jkcn the adminiftrsition into his own 
hands, he was hardly cyer his own maf- 
tetj fuffering himfclf to be led impli- 
citelyby the cabal in whofc power he 
then happened to be. The moment he 
thought himfelf at liberty from either^ 
' * ^ ' " like 
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like a boy cfcaped from under thccyc of 
a rigid preceptor, lie forgot all his unea- 
ftneffes, and abandoned himfelf to his 
favourite amufements of hawking and 
hunting, as if his kingdom had been in 
the profoundeft tranquillity* He grew 
up in an unaccountable fondnefs for fa- 
vourites. The firft, who took deep 
root with him, was likewife the words 
not only encouraging him in a total in- 
application to bufinefs, but tinfturing 
his youth with the poifon of all debau- 
chery. The name of this man was Stuart y Mehii^z 
afterwards Earl of Arrani one who^^™* p- 
had great and dangerous vices, without 
a fingle virtue, private or public, to at- 
tone for them : an open fcofFcr at the 
obligations of morality, infolcnt, rapa- 
cious, fanguinary 5 hated by, and hating, 
all good men. The Ijonefter part of die 
nobility often remonftrated againft the 
credit and pernicious influence of this 
Minion : James acknowledged the juf- 
tice of their remonftrances > banifhcd 
liim feveral times from court; and fevc- 
D 4 ral 
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ral times received him into new favqur^ 

pf'200! ^^ ^?^^ ?^ l^S^^ ^^^ ^y ^ private hand 
in revenge fpr the death of the Earl of 
MoTt(m\ to which he had bafely con- 
tributed. 

|P. iji. James hated the church of Scotland: 
and confirmed its authority. He decla- 
red the attempt of thofe Lords, whq 
had refcued him out of tiie hands of At- 
ran and Lennox ^ to be juft and fer- 

P,i3Q. yiceable: he aftcr.wards banifhed them, 
and would have confifcatcd their cftatcs, 
on that very account. When they had 
made themfcivcs mailers of his perfon a 

R 1,69. fecond time, he pronounced them all 
traitors 5 and pi^rdoned them. 

^LiZApETH, whp knew his genius 
perfeftly, fent Mr. Wotton on an em- 
baflyto him in if 85. Her intention 
^as to divert him from a marriage with 
jhe Princefs of T)enmark^ and to give 
jbis counfcls what other turn her intercfts 
jOjight require. The ambaflador, a man 
''■''' ' "*^ * *' 'of 
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of addreis and intrigue^ had^ by long 
haJMtudc, learnt to perfonate all charac- 
ters^ and to aflUme, with an cafe that 
fcemed altogether unafFcdcd, whatever 
fhape might (erve moft efifedually the 
purpoies of his fupgriors. At the age of P. t6? . 
twenty-one he had been employed to 
found the intentions of the court of 
France: and had well nigh duped the 
famous Conftable de Mmttnorencjiy a 
minifter grown grey in the obfervation 
qi human faKjbhopd aqd artifice. To his 
fiatural talent he had now added the ex* 
perience qf thirty years more. 3y ac- 
jcompanying King James in his (ports 5 
by falling in frankly^ and as it were nar 
turally^ withallhispafConss by making 
f^jeft ofbufinefss by entfcrtaining him 
pleafantly with an account of foreign 
fa{hion§ and follies ^ this man gained an 
abfolute afcendant not only over his un- 
derfianding, |>ut over his humour. His 
moft faithful fuhjeds, who had ferved 
him longeft and beft, who had even 
warned him agairift the fubtletics of this 

ftranger. 
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ftraiiger, he received with approbaticMj 
p. 164. or diflike, ;uft as fVbtton infpircd him. 
He was even brought by him to be feri- 
oufly perfuaded that the King of 2)f»- 
mark vrzs dcfcendcd from a race of mer- 
chants: and tliat an alliance with hi$ 
daughter was therefore infinitely beneath 
a King of Scot lands dignity. 

An. 1603. Such was the Prince who now 
'mounted that throne, ^hkh Elizabeth 
had filled with lo great capacity and re- 
putation. The union of the two crowns 
in the perfon of one Sovereign, was ex- 
tremely dreaded by foreigners, and in 
particular hy Henry the Fourth oi France. 
The accellion of a new kingdom i:o the 
native force of England^ which even a- 
lonc had been long formidable on the 
continent 5 the alliance of James with 
the moft potent monarch of the North 5 
his relation to the houfe of Lorrain 
which had lately embroiled all France^ 
rendered fuch fears very probable. But 
his conduft diflipated them for ever: 

and 
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and all Europe quickly faw, that no pco* 
pie but his own had any thing to apprc* 
hcnd from his power. At his arrival in 
Englaml^ he beftowed titles and ho^ 
nours with fo wild a profufion, that 
there hardly remained any other mark 
of difUndion but that of having efcaped 
them. The public ftood amazed : and «^/^*, 
pafquinades were openly ^ffixed^ under- ^* ^' 
taking to affift weaker memories to a 
competent knowledge of the Nobility. 
Sir Francis Bacon, who had been early 
in his homage^ and application for fa- 
vour, to the new Sovereign, wasknigiit- 
ed by him in perfon : and has left us the 
following pifture of him, ftrongly touch- 
ed in its moft obvious features. '* His Bacon, 

Vol IV 

*' Ipeech, fays he, is fwift and curfory 5 Letter 7*3. 
^' and in the full dialed of his country : 
«« in matters of bufinefi, Ihort 5 in gene- 
*^ ral difcourfc, large. He affedethpo- 
'^ pularity, by gracing fuch as he hath 
^* heard to be popular 5 not by any fa- 
^' (hions of his own. He is thought 
^* fomewhat general in his fevours: and 

•' his 
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" his cafincfi of accefs is rather bccaufc 
" he is much abroad and in a croud, 
" than that he giveth cafy audience. 
" He hafteneth to a mixture of both 
'^ kingdoms and occaflons fafler, per-» 
" haps, than pblicy will well bear.** 

An^i6o;. In idof. Sir Francis Bacon recom- 
mended himfeif to the King s particular 
notice, as well as to the general cfteem 
of his cotemporaries, by publifhing a 
work he had long meditated 5 The Pro- 
grcfs and Advancement of Learning. 
The great aim of this treatife, no le(s 
original in the dcfign than happy in the 
execution, was to furvey accurately the 
whole ftate and extent of the intelledual 
world ; what parts of it had been urtfuc- 
cefsfuUy cultivated 5 what lay ftill neg- 
leded, or unknown : and by what me- 
thods thefc might be difcovered, and 
thofe improved, to the farther advantage 
of fociety and human nature. By expo- 
fing the errors and imperfections of our 
knowledge, he led mankind inte the 

only 
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only right way of reforming the one, 
and fupplying the other: he taught 
them to know their wants. He even 
went farther, and himfelf pointed out 
to them general methods of corredion 
and improvement in the whole circle of 
arts and fciences- This work he firft 
publiftied in Englijh : but to render it of 
more exteniive uf?, he recommended a 
trandation of it into Latin to Dr. T/aj- TennifiM's 
fer of Cambridge. Tlayfer^ with thcna,^^p.%. 
fcrupulous accuracy of a grammarian^ 
was more attentive to fafliion his (lile to 
purity and roundnefs of periods, made 
out of the phrafeology he had gleaned 
from claffic writers, than to render his 
authors meaning in plain and mafculine 
language^ After the fight of a (pedmen 
or two. Sir Francis did not encourage 
him to proceed in it. He himfelf, after 
hib retirement, very much enlarged and 
correfted the original, and with the af- 
iiftance of fome friends turned the 
whole into Latin. This is the edition 

of 
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p- 27- of 1623 5 and ftands as the firft part to 
his great Inftauration of the Sciences* 

1 HAVE already obferved that Ceci/^ 
now Earl of Salisbur/y oppofed thd 
progrcfs of our author's fortune under 
Elizabeth : and he fecms to have obM 
ferved the fame conduft towards him in 
the prefcnt reign, till he had fixed him- 
felf in the King's confidence fo firmly 
as to be above all fear of a rivaL Befides 
him. Sir Francis Bacon found a violent 
and lading enemy in a man of his own 
stif hem's profcffion. Sir Edward Catke^ who, 
^nsfpucWi^^ great parts, had many and fignai 
failings. The quarrel betwixt them 
feems to have been perfonal : and it laft- 
fed to the end of their lives. Coke was 
jealous of Bacons reputation in many 
parts of knowledge: by whom, again 
he was envied for the high reputation he 
had acquired in one > each aiming to be 
admired, particularly for thgt in which 
die other excelled. This aflfcftation in 
two extraordinary men has fomething 

Ul 
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ki it very mean, and is not uncommon. 
The former was the grcateft Lawyer of 
his time 5 but could be nothing more. 
If the latter was n^t fo, we can afcribe 
it only to his aiming at a more exalted 
charaftcr. The univcriidity of his geni- 
us could not be confined within one inr 
ferior province of learning. If learn- 
ing thus divided is not fo proper to raifc 
a Angular name in one way, it fcrvcs 
to enlarge the uncterftanding on every 
fide, and to enlighten it in all its views. 
As the name of Sir Edward Coke will 
occur oftner than once in this hiftory, 
and as hc^ flood in particular competi- 
tion to Bacon^ I beg leave to dwell a 
little longer on his diarai^er. In his 
pleadings he was apt to infult over mi- 
fery. Of this wc have a dctcftablc in- 
ftance in his behaviour to Sir ^/f^ state Try. 
Raleigh. He inveighed againft that^^^^^^^^^^ 
brave man on his tryal with all the bit* 
ternefs of craelty, and in a ftile of fuch 
abandoned railing as bordered almoft on 
fury: I wifli I could not add, that this 

bitter* 
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bitteriicfsi this intemperance of tongue^ 
fcem to be the genuine efFufions of his 
heart *. He converfcd it feems more 
with books than men > and among the 
latter, with thofe only to whom he 
could didate and give the law. The 
confcqucnce of which was, that his coo- 
verfation had all the air of a lefhire^f 
and that he retailed for new, a hundred 
ftories that were either ftale or tri\dal. 
He afFcfted raillery, which was by no 
means his talent. His wit was often ill 
aimed, as it was always indelicate and 
vulgar 5 the rough horfe-play of a pedant. 
Tho he bad accumulated immenfe wealth, 
in his profeffion and by feveral rich mar- 
riages, he was of a fordid avarices 2t 
fevere mafter, a griping landlord. In 

pro(perity 

♦ The offices of Attorney and Solicitor-General 
have been I'ocks upon which many afpirihg Law*' 
yers have made (hipwreck of their virtue and hu- 
man nature. Some of thofe Gentlemen hl^ve ac« 
ted at the bar as if they thought themfelves, by thd 
duty of their places, abfol ved from all the obligations 
of truth, honor, and decency. But their names 
are upon record, and will' be ti^nfmitted to after- 
ages with thofe characters of reproach and abhor« 
rence that are due to tlie worft Ibxt 6f murderer^; 
thofe that murder under the fim&ion of jufticc^ 
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profpcrity infolcnt ; dcjedcd and fawn- 
ing in advcrfity: the fame poornefs of, 
Ipirit influencing his behaviour in both 
conditions. One example of this majr 
ferve in place of fcveral. After his diC- 
grace, he Aibmiifively courted Buckings 
Batris brother to a match with his daugh- 
ter: in the height of his favour, he had 
rejefted the fame propofal with fcorni. 
His profound skill in the common law 
has been univerfally allowed: arid to 
this we cannot have a more unqueftio- 
liable witnefs than Sir Francis JBaconiVdAY; 
one every way fit to judge, arid an cnfc-*^' ^* 
riiy. He wai raifcd to b6 Chifcf Jufticc 
of the Common Pleas in 1606, and of 
the Kingi Bench in 161 3. On the 
Bench he was above corruption: and 
had this faying ftecjuently in his mduth, 
that a Judge ftiOiild neither give nor 
take i bribe. Ift the cafe of Tedchdm, Bme^ 
in the bufinefs of Cofmmcttdams, he be- ^^ ' v»' 
haved himfelf with the honcfty and 
flrmnefs of dnc whd knew that at Juctgc 
ctoght neither to be flattered nor mc- 
fi naccd 



I 
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naccd out of his integrity. Towards 
the latter part of his life, he ftruck in 
with the country party in parliament, 
and ftood in the breach againft the arbi- 
trary meafures of James and Charles. 
He died in the reign of the latter, aged 
86 years. 

A T length Sir Francis J?i^m obtain- 
An. 1607. ed the place he had fo long expeded: 
' and in 1 607 was declared Solicitor-Gene- 
r^. This preferment was the effed of^ 
many letters and much inftance on hii 
part, to the Earl oi Salisbury y the Lord 
Chancellor £^^rf^;^, and the King him- 
feif. Neither do I find that he was ever 
promoted to any poft without repeated 
and carneft application to minifters and 
favourites: a rcfledion that may ferve>, 
. at once to mortify, and inftruft, an am- 
bitious man of parts* 

James had, from the beginning of 
his reign, paffionately defired an union, 
o^ Scotland 2iniX England: buthisunrea- 

fotiable 
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fonaiHep^ftUlity to th|e former, rcpkjog- 
ifig it as an equal half pf the ifl^d, rei^- 
dered the defign ^ortive. Thp S^r 
Franfis QfiCon laboured this .arguopi.e9t 
with all the arts of wit (^d re^on, hjis 
,eLo^gience, powerfiil as it w^s, had ^o 
^e^ on the houfe of Commons. The 
Parh^cnt cvcnihewed itfclf avctfc t;o 
thU 4inipnj in proportion as the Court 
ijppejiir^d acj^ous for it. The nc.y Soyp- 
i-ejign's condud had alarmed them. TJt^:/ 
,faw, that, yfkh. aftrong dii^fition to 
he profufe, he was ahfolutcljr in ^e 
;Power of favourites : andJthat^mc pf 
the ka^ valuable ampnghis fiibjc^ were 
mpft in his favour. They few ferthjcr, 
that he began ^already to prppa^ate ma?c- 
ims of government deftruiftive to liber- 
ty, an^d incpoiiftcnt with the whole tenor 
pfthcco;iftitution. Thcfc things filled 
obfcrving men ,with apprehcnfipns fjpr 
-the future, which uhhappily were but 
top .>weU founded. The whplef)iinpf 
;his^gciitics, both tiow and.^i^^irds, 
jpi.sto4Jftafte andaUeiiatc,|l^s, ful^e^s^t 
7 JE » homei 
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homei to diftionour both himfclf and 
them abroad. It was a reign of embaf- 
fies and negociations, alike fruitlefs and 
cxpenfive : a reign of fevouritcs and pro- 
clamations, of idle amufements and ar- 
bitrary impofitions. It was bcfides the 
great era of flattery. The ancient natio- 
nal fimplicity of manners which ever ac- 
companies magnanimity, and manly 
freedom of (peech the noble efFeft of 
both, were now in a great meafure loft j 
altered and effeminated into proftitutc 
adulation and fervile homage. This 
was become the faihionable language 
among the Clergy as well as Laity; 
and James heard himfclf daily addreflcd 
to, by the titles of facred and divine : 
titles which difcover the mcanncfs rather 
than the dignity of human nature $ and 
which, applied to him, were glaringly 
ridiculous. He had not one princely 
quality. The arts of governing a king- 
dom in peace he either did not> or would 
not underftand: and his horror of war 
was conftitutional and unconquerable. 

It 
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It may therefore feem unaccountable 
that a King of this temper Ihould treat 
his parliaments with more haughtin^ 
than any of his predcceflbrs had ever 
done. But he had been told that Eng- 
land was neither to be exhaufted nor pro- 
voked : and his anions (hewed that he 
believed fo, according to the. letter. 
The truth is, that as pufillanimity will 
talk bigger on fome occaiions than true 
valor on any; he meant to make himfcif 
formidable to his people, that they might 
not difcover how much he was afraid of 
them. 

Tho he did not fucceed in the union 
of the Kingdoms, he found his Judges, 
in an affair of a ftmilar kind, more 
complaifant than the great Council of 
the nation had been : I mean the natura- 
lization of all Scotfmen born ftnc( his 
acceflion to the throne of iSn^/^V. This 
was adjudged by Sir Edward Coke incafeofthc 
the great cafe of Calvin 5 as it had been y 'J'Yv ' 
grgucd at large before all the Judges byp.^'i'ss/ 
E 3 Sir 
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Sit Ff^aHcii Bacon. The affair i% now 
ho Ibngcr of importance to either King- 
aom: blit ortt affertion of our author^ 
oh that occafiori, ougiitnotto be forgot. 
He roundly aifirtlis, that mdharchii^s do 
libt fabfiftlikc other gbverhmtnts, by a 
Ipreccdenl: laws and that rubmifficm tq 
them is grooildcd upon nature. 

An. i6io. In i6io he publiflicd another treatiftj 
' 'fcntitlcd, pfil^eWifdom of the Ancients^ 

This work bears the fame (lamp of an 
original and inventive genius with his o^ 
thcr performances. Refolving not tq 
f jrcad in the fteps of thofe who had gone 
1)cfbre him, men, according to his own 
fcxpreflipin, not learned Ijcyond certain 
common places 5 he ftrikes out a new 
tr^ for hihifelf, and enters into the 
ihoft iecrct rcceflfcs of this wild and iha- 
^owy regions lo *5 to apjf).ear xiew bn^a 
ktaowh and ftcatch fiibjea. Upon the 
yhole, if ^ x:ahfeot %t% ^durfdvcs 
tea(iily to f)elic«ve that ttitfife is m flic 
lAiyfical, litori!, -ahd political riieanittg 

veiled 
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veiled under rixofc fables of antiquity, 
which he has difcovercd in them, we muft 
own that it required no common pene- 
.tration to be miftaken with (b great an 
appearance of probability on his Mc, 
Tho it itili remains doubtful whether 
the Ancients were To knowing as he at- 
tempts to ftiew they were, the variety 
and depth of his own knowledge are^ 
in that very attempt, unqucftionable. 

HoBART being advanced to the place An. ^613. 
of Chief Juftice of the Common Picas, ^ 
Sir Francis Bacon fucceeded him as At* 
torney General in KS13 5 about three 
months after the death of his kinfman 
and enemy the I^rd Treafurer Salif 
bury : a n^inifter fertile in expedients for 
fupplying his mafter's wants, and well 
acquainted with the temper <^i England: 
amanof dcx|terky» crafty and intrigue^ 
lather than a great (nan. The office 
that Bacm no\(r entered upon was pf 
exorbitant profit for that age. He owns, 
in one of hb letters to the King, that it 
£ 4 ,was 
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was worth to him 6000 /. a year : and 
his employment of Kegifter to the Star- 
Chamber, which I mentioned above, 
now brought him in 1 600 1, a year more. 
By what iarality was it that fo extraor* 
fdinary a man did not add to his other 
virtues that of a reafonable oeconomy> 
Had he done lb, it had preferved iiim 
from one tranfcendent iauh : and the 
pther blemiflies on his moral name had 
^en loft in the brightnefs of his intellec- 
\ tual qualities. But he was remarkably 
fubjed to the fame wcaknefs that fo 
fnuch difhonoured iiis mafter. His de* 
pendants had him wholly in their power, 
and fquanderedhis fortune away, fhanie- 
fully and without meafure. In a private 
family, this begot diforder, nccedity, 
corruption: and all England behpld, 
from the fame management in admini- 
^ring the public, the fame efFeftsj only 
more felt and fatal, a$ they were uni- 
ycrlal. 



It 
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It was not howevjcr till the year 161 j 
that James abandoned himfelf to one 
ible favourite. Abput tha|t time was 
brought to court Robert Car a Scotfman^ 
then in the firfl bloom of his youth, and 
pf d|flinguiflied beauty j by which he gt 
once engaged |the Kiqg's attention, and 
in a little while engroflcd all his affec. 
tion. As he was wholly illiterate, Jatf^es 
himfelf would needs be his preceptor : 
and it muft haye been a fcene altogether 
new and ridiculous, to (ee the Sovereign 
of three kingdoms daily inftruding, in 
the firil elements of grammar, the Man 
who was (hortly after to govern thof<; 
kingdoms. In his bounty to this drip- 
ling, he obierved no Qther meafure but 
^hatofhispaffion, which was as extreme 
as it Teemed unaccountable. Car^ in 
four or five years of favour, from a mere 
adventurer was raifcd to be Earl ofiSi^-Tioth 
merfet : and amaflcd an enormous eftafe JIJIJ'^**^ 
pf ninejteen thoufand pounds a year inP-^* 
land ; be/ides plate, money, and jewels 
%o ]thc amount of two hundred thoufand 

pounds 
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pounds more. And^hercl camietocnit 
taking notice, that the foimdations of 
this minion'^ grcatnefs were laid in the 
ruin of another fubjeft 5 of one whodc- 
fcrvcd, and would have mct^with very 
different treatment from a fovcreign, to 
whom eminent prtblic vcrtues had not 
been formidable, and therefore hatefiil. 
I mean Sir fWdlter Rak-ighy then-apri- 
foner in the Towcfr. Him the Ki«g 
robbed of his lands, by a Ihameful «aiti- 
fice of the law j to bcftow thctn on Car, 
who, by accepting, (hewed how Jittle 
he merited, this bounty*: and whofe 
name would fcarcc have found a place in 
hiftory^ had it not been for his vices > for 
An^ 1 61 3-1^15 fcandalous amour with the Counted 
Q&Effex\ for procuring her to be tli- 

vorced 

* When the Lady :fitf6%/& and herxhiidren on 
tbeif knees implored the iCii^g'^ coipi^^flipn, tbey 
could get no other anfwer from him, but that he 
pmn ha the kHd, hc^mm hait.fDTtCar^ But let 
rit be romenabrcd^opjittot. Prince fipnyy whahad 
^11 the amiable qualities his father wanted, neyier 
left folickifigrhim, till l)e had. otoifliid ihpii^mipr 
of Skerisn^y with .an intention to reftore it to 
Jialeigh its juft owner : tho hy his untimely death 
this goDd intention did not take effe£b. JRaL life, 
p. 164,165. 
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vorced from her husband, and for com* 
bining wkh ber to poifon his friend, 
^ho had difliiaded him from that ill ftep. 
The fate of Sir Thomas On)erbufy\ the 
dark and dreadful fcene of guilt that 
ulhered it in; and the part thofe two 
great criminals adcd in that tragedy, are 
recounted by all hiftorians. Tho the 
horrible tranfaflion lay yet wrapt up in 
darknels, and was not difcovercd till 
two years after, remorfe and the up^ 
braidings of cdnfcicnce purfued Somerfet 
every where, Thro all the fplendor of 
fortune and fevour, the trouble of his 
mind was \ifible In his countenance, in 
his whole deportment. He grew by 
degrees to negleft his perfon and drefs. Coh^ 
His iprightlinefs of temper left him : and 
hisconvfcrfation, ftom being gay and en- 
tertaining, tsras become cold, ferious, 
and gloomy. This alteration in him was 
quickly followed by a change in the 
"King's ^edionss whidi had no deeper 
or more folid foundation than the(e ex- 
ternal and flight-accompliftiments. The 

Courtiers, 
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Courtiers, whom envy and intcrcft ren- 
der extremely fharp-fightcd, quickly dit 
covered this change, and improved it. 

An. 1615. Luckily for their defigns, there now ap. 
pearcd at court anotlier young man, fit- 
ted by nature to draw the curiofity of 
James^ and to fupplant the Earl of 4$*^- 
tnerfet in his favour. This was the fa- 

Wiifofi, mous George Vtlliers^ the younger fon 
of a good family in Leicefterjhirei after- 
wards Duke of Buckingham. As the 
furprizing elevation of this youth had a 
particular influence on the future for- 
tunes, and even on the fall, of Sir 
Francis Bacon, his charader will de. 
icrve a place at large in this hiftory. 

His mother, who could not give 
him a fortune, beftowed on him fuch 
an education as might enable him to ac- 
quire one, eijpecially in a court like this. 
The advantages he owed to nature, fuch 
as a handfbme face, a body exadly pro- 
portioned, an cafe and gracefulnefs in 
his motions, (he had taken car^ to iou 

prove 
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prove with that elegance of manners^ 
that artificial politertefs, and skill of ex*- 
celling in trifles, which arc the laft fi- 
niftiings of a French education. In a 
word, he was juft returned from his tra- 
vels, and accomplifhed in all thofe agree- 
able and frivolous arts, which were a 
certain recommendation to the favour 
of James. The Earls of Pembroke 
and Bedford^ with fome other Lords 
who were fecret enemies toSomerfety af- 
ter drefling out this youth with a (iudied 
exaftncfs, placed him to advantage in 
the King's eye^ at a comedy. That 
monarch was immediately fmitten with 
his face, air, and appearances which 
yet he endeavoured for fome time to con- 
ceal. Nay he carried this diifimulation 
ib far, tliat he would needs be folicited 
by the Queen to receive VilUers into his 
bofbm : imagining the world would be 
thus deceived into a belief that he rather 
followed her advice, in this matter, than 
his own inclination. Such was the King* 
craft on which he fo highly valued him* 

fclf. 
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lcl£ The Qucea was not cafily prevail- 
ed with to take thisftep; of which ihc 
Ki^lrworttforc&LW all the coniequence;?. At lafi, 
ch. I. 'however, (he yielded to the Archbifhops 
importunity; telling him at the (amc 
time, that thofe who laboured moft to 
promote Fi/liers mi^ht be the firft to 
feel his ingratitude. Upon this he was 
immediately knighted, and declared Gen- 
tleman of the Bedchamber : the herd of 
Courtiers rivalling each other in their 
offers of friendfhip and fervice to him« 
WrA&if, Some of them even defcendcd to under- 
take his quarrels, and brave fuch as werp 
ftill in Sotnerfefs intcreft. 

Amono thofewho courted the riflng 
favourite, none was more zealous' than 
Sir Francis Bacon y as none was able to 
fervehimmwe nobly, ox more ufefiil- 
ly . . ViUiers had at this time fenfc enough 
to feel his inexperience ia bufinefs, and 
therefore had recourjfe to our Author 
for hisadvice: which he gave him ftilLy 
in:a letter, ftillcxtaot among his works? 

written 
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writtcii \irith fb fopcrior a judgment and ^^jjj 
£b much honcft freedom^ that it does p. $64* 
honour equally to his head and heart. 
He has ranged his thoughts under feveti 
or dghtprincipaltopicsof eohfidcration, 
and ehtered into an accurate detail of 
what a minifter ought to know and prac- 
tile. In another letter to him^ he has 
thcfe remarkable words : ** It is noW^ 
^ tiilie that you fliould refer your a£)!ion9 
• chiefly to the good of your Sovereign, 
** and your Coutttry. It is the life of A 
^ bcaft always to eat, and never to e*er^ 
•* dfc. In this dedicition of your felf 
•* to the public, I recommend to you 
^ principally that which I Aink wasne- 
^ ver done fince I was born, and which, 
** not done, hath bred almoft a wilder^ 
" ncfs and iblkudc in the King's fetvice: 
*' wfaith is, that you countenance, and 
^ encourage, aftd advance able aftd vij^ 
^ tuousmenin all kinds, degrees, and 
*' J)rofelfions.** This excellent advict 
the Favourite i%ccived with thankfulnefs; 
ihd ncgkdcd. 

Tho 
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Tho the King's paflion was now 
wholly diverted upon a new obieft^ he 
ftill affcded to treat Somerfet with kind- 
nefs and diftinaion : even after thcdiC 
covcry of his being an accomplice in 
poifoning Sir Thomas Overbury had 
^'^^' rendered this diffimulation not only 
^"* mcanbut criminal. Yet he continued it 
to the laft, embracing with fondnefe the 
man whom he had fecrctly ordered to be 
arretted J and entreating him to haftcn his 
return, when he believed he Ihould nevec 
fcehimmore. In fuch trifles he was fond 
to exert his talent of political manage- 
ment. The Earl's unhappy paflion for 
the young Counters of Effex was the 
fourc^ of ill his misfortunes, aind drew 
after it the moft terrible eonfequences : 
ending, as I have already obfervcd, in 
the murder of his friend i in the ruin of 
himfelf, and of her to whom he had 
treacherouOy factificed that friend. The 
whole affair is difplayed at foil length in 
our Author s charges againft thofe two 
prime agents in that infernal confpiracjr^ 
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They were both fdund guilty^ fenteiiced May 24, 
to die, and afterwards pardoned by thes^tcTry- 
King, notwithilanding his fblemn ini-a^s»VoUl. 
precations to the contrary^ oh himfelf 34^* 
and his poftedty. 

CERfAi>t hiflorlans have iremarked^ 

that there was fomething,- in the be-^ 

haviour of Somerfet before his tryal, 

ftngular and myfterious: and that hid 

mafter likewife Teemed to labour under i 

focret anxiety of mind^ equally furpriG< 

ing; The Earl^ they pretend, faid aloud 

in the tower^ that the King durft not 

bring him to a tryal« Others re;cd this 

account as a downright calumny, invent^ 

ed merely to fix a black and cruel impu-^ 

tation on that Prince's memory i or afErm 

at leaft that it was founded only in populaif 

rumour and malicious conje^re^ But 

that there was more in it than conjedure^ 

may be proved by undoubted authority ^ 

by fome original letters of Sir Francis 

BacM^ then Attorney-General, and par« 

ticttlariy employed in this very affair^ 

i Thoi« 
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Thofe letters have, I thiak, eicapcd the 
obfervatidn of all >our writeirs: I (hall 
therefore quote from them fuch pafTages 
as may ferve to throw fome li^t on this 
dark tranfadion, tho not enough perhaps 
to difcover the darker motives that in- 
ifaienced the King'^ and the Earrs be- 
haviour in it. 

VomV James himfelf feleded certain pe^ 

Lett 133. fons to examine Sofffer/et with all £^ 

crecy, and marked out to them the par^ 

ticular articles on which they were to 

interrogate him. They had withal or* 

4ers to work upon tus ohftinate temper 

by eve^y method of perfuafion and terror: 

to give him now hopes of the King s comi 

paifioh and mercy; and now to afliire 

him that the evidence w^ full to convift 

him, fo as th^rc needed neither confei^ 

Vol. IV. flonndriupply of examination. Bac09$^ 

Lett. 136.^1^^ ^^ ^^j^ of them, adds that they 

Icmndhisdeportmetit fijber andmodeft> 
differing apparently from other times, 
la aiiethcr letter he kts thele reraark^Ie 

words: 
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'^6rd^ : '' Thit fame little cHatm \lrhicli 
^' may be fefcretly infufcd into Sofnerfefs 
" car fome hours before his tryal wats 
*^ excellently well tiiought of by his 
*' Majcfty : only I could wifh it a little 
*^ enlarged ; for if it be no more but 16 
*^ fpare his blood, he hath a kind df 
** proud htifflour that may overiiirork the 
" medicine/' All this was to be done 
^ith much caution and privacy 5 for tlic 
Very Ser jtantJ, iaippointed to manage part 
of the tryal^ were not yet in the fecrefc 
how the King would have it carried oh : 
and therefore Bdcon^ to cover from them 
^teit he knew of the matter^ defired that 
fome general heads of direftion might be 
tttit 16 them alL From hence it appeab 
that Jdmes ftie wed an extreme folicitudc 
about the Earls behaviour, and the t\xxii 
©f this affain To what can it be attri- 
buted? His affeftioh for Sbmerjei was 
^xtingulfhed : and he lay under the ftrong- 
cft obligations of public honour and juP 
lice rtot to fcreen^ from the cenfure of 
the law, a mart Whoft guilt was of the 
F t mod 
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moft crying enormity. The Earl's (land- 
ing mute, or denying that guilt, efpcci- 
ally as the proofs of it were ftrong and 
pregnant, could bring no poflible im. 
putation on his name. Why then all this 
dark pradice? all thcfe artifices of the 
perfons who examined him, only to make 
him fubmit to be tried, and to keep him 
^^^^ in due temper during his try al? Therein 
{Hllmore. J^^iwj ordered his Attorney- 
General to forecaft and put in writing 
every poflible cafe with regard to the 
tryal, and accompany them with his own 
opinion on each 5 that no furprize might 
happen, but that things duly forefeen 
might have their diredions and remedies 
in readinefs. Accordingly Sir Francis 
Bacon fent a writing of that purport, 
on which there are feveral obfervations 
in the Kings own hand. I will only 
quote one paflage from it : " All thefc 
" points of mercy and favour to Samer 
*' fet are to be underftood with this li- 
*' mitation 5 if he do not, by his con- 
" temptuous and infolcnt carriage at 

''the 
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^ the Bar, make himfclf incapable and 
^^ unworthy of them/' The King's re- 
mark in the margin is in thefe words : 
" That danger is well to be forefccn, 
** left he upon the one part commit un- 
^^ pardonable errors; and I on the other 
" part fecm to punilh him in the fpirit 
^' of revenge." Somerfet was not to be 
tried for any offence againfl the King j 
but for the barbarous murder of a pri- 
vate man and his friend. What then 
means the contemptuous carriage that is 
fo much apprehended? What are the 
unpardonable errors it may lead him to 
commit? If he rcflcdled on a maftcr, to 
whom he had been fo much obliged, 
only for giving him up to a fair and equal 
tryal, to a tryal by many circumftances 
rendered inevitable; thatwould> in the 
opinion of all mankind, only aggravate 
his crime, and«furnilhanew motive to 
that mafter for letting the fentence of 
juftice pais upon him in all its rigor. 
After thefe particulars, I may venture to 
mention a fad related by Sir Anthony 

F % midon. 



7a THE Hf E OF THf LpRI> 
ffeldon, who fays th^t when the lic^ 
tenant of the Tower, Sir George More^ 

,i^p.io6. for his tryal on the morrpw, he a^fo- 
lately rcfufcd to appear unlcfs they frag- 
ged htm to it by violence} st44ing, that 
the King durft not; bring him to try^K 
Aftonifhcd at fuch ralh and daqgerpus 
Opreilions, the Lieutenant, tho it v^s 
fhcn midniglit, went and demanded ail 
•udicpce of the King, to mform him o^ 
what had paffed. James^ upon hearing 
his ftory, burft into a paBldn qf tears^ 
and intr?ated More to ufe lxi$ utQioft' 
skill upon his ptifoner and foptfae him> 
by whatever means, into proper temp« 
and fqbiniifion. This JWifr^ und^rtoiok 
id do, and by a ftratagera efFefibcd if. 
ffeldon affirms he had this fto?y from 
the Lieutenant's own moutfai: aiul tha 
4ie IS a partial writer, and indulges hun* 
ielf in 9 humouj: of licentious iicandal^ 
the authentic vouchee I have proditicd 
render his anecdote^ not «nprol»blc« 
Qtliqrcircumftataces, mmiofteibythpfei 

'■ ■■ " whd 
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who have praficflbdly written of tlus 
reign, I therefore omit : and (hall only 
add, that there is in the Cabala a letter 
to Kin$yames^itom Somerfet after his CaW^i, 
condemnation, olia very peculiar tnrn- Jjj*^^^^^ 
He dcfires that his eflate may be conti* 
miedtohimkitiie, inaftile rather of ex* 
population and demand than 6f humi- 
ikf and fuj^licatKXi : and thro the afFed- 
€d obfcurity of foni^e expreffions, one 
may dilcover,^ that there was an impoir- 
tant fecret in his keeping, <^ which the 
King dreaded a difcovery. The iflue 
was, that Jamfs continued to him a 
pcnfuin of four thooiaAd pounds a year, 
as long as he livedo 

Pmirx^B Htftrjt died in the year 
1612, onivec&Uy htmentcd* His excel- 
lent (paiitics had endeared him to the 
tovfi and expectations of all England. 
GsrmanijcMS was not more the darling 
oCtfar i^MMift poopk: and the untime- 
ly deadi of both thofe Princes was uni- 
verfidly believed to have been procured 
F 4* by 
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by poifbn. He had expreflfedy on all 
occafions^ an abhorrence of jcninionSy 
and an titter contempt of iS^i^^r/^f: he 
had even declared a firoi refolution, tQ 
humble bott> him and the &mily into 
which he was allied, if ever he came to 
rpign. Whether the unaccountable tranf- 
^Aion I have been xelating has any re- 
tcrence to the death of this amiable 
Pjince, or whether it does not point fa- 
ther to an affair of a very different na* 
f ure, (he reader is left to determine. 

ViLLiVRSy now iwithqjat a rival in 
the King's affedions, was every day re; 
reiving new proofs of his bounty j at 
the fame time that he more than fliared 
with him the cxercifc of his authority^ 
In the courfe of a few years he was made 
Gentleman of the Bed-chamber, Matter 
of the Horfe, Knight of the Garter, Eari, 
!Marquis and Duke of Buclanghm^ 
Chief Juftice in Eyre of all the Forefts, 
and Lord High Admiral oi England. 
One of (hofe prodigies of fonune, wHq 
* ^ rife 
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fife now and then upon the world, as 
the vulgar iaiagine of comets,^ at once 
to afton^ and (courge it : a ftgnal ia- 
ftance of the wantonnefs of foverei^n 
power, and how far it may infiilt human 
kind in exalting and adorning what it 
fhould tic^cQ: <x contemn. He drew 
up after him an obfcore kindred, nume* 
rpus and indigent, bcftowed on thenv 
places of truft and profit, married them 
into the nobleft families, and graced 
them all with dignities, which were to 
be fupported at the common expence . of 
a whole people ; to whom if any one 
of them was merely harmlels, it v/is 
his utmoft praife. After having fread, 
not only what the enemies of this favou* 
rite have faid againft him, but all that his 
partisans have alledged on his beiialf, I do 
liot find, during the whole tiine of his 
influence under two reigns, an influence 
fupreme and unbounded, that lie ever pro. 
jefted one fdicme for the benefit of his 
country, or ever executed one under* 
taking tQ its honour : the only great 

Criterion 



74 THE LlIE OP TH£ LOUD 

Criterion bjr which we ought to judgt 
thofe men that admtniikr.t^ public. 
Jhe breaking oS the Spatu/h mai^ at 
laft was ibdely a &crifiootc» his owa va- 
nity and rciefitment* Qa the otfirice 
of this youth, however^ .tho fifft iod 
4bleft men in the kingdom wetc to d«? 
pcnd entirely, fox their acosf&afc Gourt, 
for their advanccmeut, for any opp0i> 
tunity of being able to (erve theii coun- 
try and their Sovereign* Sir FtancU 
4K^^;i was &n^bie of thi^ and courted 
his frien4fl)ip ^i^ a particular ^p|i£ca^ 
tion. But he muft havQ feJit aU the £eiK 
vitude and difagcee^lcnefs kA his fkuai* 

voriv. ^^^"> ^**^*^> ^^ be well wi|h the King,, 
Letter hc found it ncccfl&ry to. tura Stc^ardi to 
^ the eftate newly beftowed on; tiik young 
man ^ to ftudy the ways and. nMans. c^ 
iioiproviiig his landi^ and^ of r^tdcrsog 
his places mpft pcofoafole ta him^ It is 
true he £ouod hi$ accouofi in fchis £enriqc ;^ 
as it proved the fureft mcaiis of Uia own^ 
preferment: but, to a gseat and worthy 
mind^ preferment fo meaniy obtaiiiedis 

difgrace^ 
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difgr^ccy only a little difguUcd and gild- 
ed over* 

THELprdpiuujceUor^^fr^w, \>t(yCabah, 
Ijq^ with age ^nd |ii|^iri^^ had oitca'^*'^' 
petitioned the King to be difmiflbd from 
^s lahoripu; en^ploynxenc. He waa 
Q^QW feve^ty fcven years old, and had 
jpireiul^ in tlie court of Chancery from 
the year i <q6. with an unblemilhed re^ 
putatipn asa)i|digie in private cafes; but 
hispu(;)|ic condu^ had been always franar 
cd to the dire^ons of die court with an 
oKeqiiioiUhe^^ of clangftoiis example 
in pftip/ wiiQhd4fQ great and important 
atruft* Tothisbigh dignity Sir ^rimr/x 
Bacan private^ afpirtid : and as it was 
the utp3ioftfco|»eo£ his ambition, hehad[ 
aimed all his -cndeavcnirsin the King's 
fervke to meat it at lys temds. He 
took care, attheiametime, to^ength^ 
en his prdenfiotis by the credit of BucL 
iHgham. lib ambition even made him 
de(cend to artifices/ that are as commotio 
in courts, as they are mean and unwar- 
rantable? 
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rantabie. He endeavoured to ruin in 
the King's good opinion fuch men as the 
voice of the public might probably de- 
fignto the fame office, and whom he 
therefore confidered as his rivals. He 
was particularly jealous of Sir Edward 

Vol. IV. Cokey and rcprefcnted him as one who 
"' "^'abounded in his own fcnfe; one who 
aiFeded popularity, and likely to court 
the good will of the nation at the hazard 
of the prerogative. For himfelf/ he 
placed his great merit in obedience and 
fubmiflions in the intereft he had a* 
mongiht CemmonSy and in being able 
to influence the lower Houfe of Parlia- 
ment : a fervice which he magnifies as 
more important in a Chancellor, than 
to judge in equity between party and 

^'^p^"party. This opinion of his own popu. 

Ham. p. Igrity in the nation wo? not groundlefs. 

*^^* The Parliament that met in i<$i4., tho 
extremely out of huoaoiir with the ini- 
i^ifters in general, diftinguiflied him by 
an uncommon mark of favouc and 
copfidpnc?. An objedion having been 

fiarted 
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ftartcdin the houfc of Commons, that a 
fcaf thctc was incompatible with the 
office of Attorney-General, which re- 
quired his frequent attendance in the 
upper houfe: the Commons, from their 
particular regard for Sir Francis Bacon^ 
and for that time only, over-ruled the 
objeftion j and he was accordingly al- 
lowed to take his place among them* 
If I obfcrvc further, that the King raifed 
him to the dignity of a Privy Counfcl- 
lor while he was ftill in this very office, 
it will be inflead of many inftances to 
fhew, with what an addrcfsful prudence 
he fleered his courfe betwixt the court 
atid the nation. He was thus favoured 
by a Prince, who exacted from all his 
fervants an implicit fubmiffion to hi^ 
maxims of government: He gave no 
umbrage to a parliament whom thefc 
maxims had rendered jealous of the 
Prince, and of almoft every man in his 
fayour. But to return. 

These 
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An^^'^V; These infinuations hid their dcftred 
cffcd. Upon the Chancellor's volun- 
tary rcfignatlon of the feals, they were 
given to Sir Francis Bacony with thcJ 
title of Lord Keeper^ on the feventh 
Vol. IV. oi March 1617. To whatintereft he 
166. more particularly owed this promotion 
we miy learn from hb letter of acknow- 
ledgment, written that very day, to the 
Earl of Buckingham. 

A FEW days after he had the feals de- 
livered to him, the King went aprogrefs 
into ScoHandy carrying with him the 
Fivduritc, who was likewife his prime 
Minifler : for td him ali bufinefs, pub- 
lic of private, was addreflcdj And ac 
cdrdihgtb his fancy, for the ihoft part 
dctctrtiincd* The great affair that cm- 
ployed the dtlibefaf ions of his coiihfcl 
ibdut this time, and had a fatal influence 
on his conduft cvct after, was the mar- 
riage of Prince Charles \lrith the Infahta 
of Spain. In this refolution, tho con- 
Irafy tball the rules of good policy, he 

perHfted 
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iperiifted ibr fcvtn ytars tbgethet; a- 
^iiift his ovlrn intereft^ agaihfl the um- 
^crftl voice ^f his people: only topro* 
<MC the imaginary h<!maur of an alliance 
with a crowtted head § for all other alU^ 
ances he thetight i)elow hift dignity. Sii: 
Fr^tncis Bacon who faw thro the vanity Bactit^ 
and danger of this intei«»on^ but tl^hoi^c. i^^ 
wanted refotuti<m to be greatly honcft, 
^€oatenl»d hlmicif with kifimiating (bftly, 
that te would be ticcef&ty to have the 
council unanimous in their fufFrage on 
the occaiton, whatever might be thcit 
"private fentiments. This hiiit was not 
fufficient to open the King*^ eyes. Oh 
the contrary^ be ruft blindfold into the 
ihare that Gundamor was Spreading f<^ 
him. Ttut famous Statefmanf, as much 
by his buffootierie^ as hy his^ talefit fot 
Inttig^, had g^ned att abfelute a(cen* 
daoit €^6f James^ leadii^ hkft On ftoti^ 
error to^tror : till Iti the ^nd he made 
ifaihi facififice his coiifci^cetothe Pop^^ 
amid Ins lionour to the refentrnents of 
INnUpy dtt the marder of ^ braved fiib- 
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icCtSirfTalterRaleighi the lad terror of 
Sj^ain, and the only furviving favbbritc 
of Queen Elisuibeth. The ^utch too 
made advantage of the King s weakne6 
and necefllties. As the cautionary towns 
were ftill in the hands oithtEngli/b^ the 
States were under fome apprehenftons 
that the Sfunifb Miniftry might prev«l 
X«/^. w^njamesy whocould notpoffibly con- 
ceal his fondnefs for the match in treaty^ 
to put thofe important places into their 
power. They knew at the (ame time 
that his trcafury was exhaufied^ and that 
his courtiers were infatiable. To bring 
their purpofe about, they ccafed all at 
once to pay the Englijb who garrifoned 
thofe places, as by their treaties they 
were obliged to do. Complaint being 
made of this to the ^utch Envoy ak 
London^ he inftnuated, as from hknlelf, 
to fome of the Minifters, that if King- 
James would defire it of the States^i 
they, out of confideration for hiniy 
would take up money at exorbitant in- 
tereft, and in one payment diicharge the 

whole 
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Vh^le dclbx 4ue to the crown ofEt^- 
lan4' Thisftmagem tooK cfk/Qu -Jamei 
^Otc to th« States .* and the matter was 
inunedUfely put into negotiation. The 
penitontry Bshuvelty whom they fcnt 
o\tx, conduiSed the aSiir >with fb muci^ 
addteis, that the King agr<c4 f o deliver 
up the cautionary towns for lefs than 
three millions of florins> in lieu of eight 
mtUiCMis they had engaged to pay EUza- 
betbi befidcs the intcreft that had heen 
iri^nnlng on for eighteen years. Such are 
the evetit9of thi^reigO} fit only to dc- 
prefi the writer, and diftaOe the reader. 

|>qii t M G the King s flbCence In ^c$t- 
/4»</ there hs^pencd an affair j otherwi^ 
of (mall importance but a$ it lets u^ 
into the true genius of thofe tlinet, and 
icxya to Ihew in what nuf^hle fubjec^ 
tioQ the Favourite held all thofe who 
were in public ethployment^. ^t was 
upon the point of ruiniitg Sir Ffancis 
BofHt, the pcrfon he had ;uft contribut'^ 
cd to raif^s <iot for any err^ir or negli- 
G gcnce 



82 THE LIFE OF THE LORD 

gence in their Matter's fcrvicc, but mere* 
ly for an opinion given in a thing that 
only regiarcfed liis own family* Indeed 
fuch was the levity, fuch the infolence 
of his power, that the capricious removal 
of men from their places became the 
prime diftindion of iiis thirteen years 
A*^/ ^^^^^^- which, as Bifliop Racket ob* 
/Mi^j,paLrtferves, was like a fweeping flood, that at 
*• p- «9- gy^jy fpring^tidc takes from one land, to 
caft what it has taken upon another. 
The aflair was this. The year before, 
my Lord Coke hid been removed from 
his place of Ghief-Juitice and difgraced : 
The Court having found him, in feveral 
inftances, no friend to arbitrary will and 
pleafurc, x)r to the prerogative, as it was 
called h but refolutely bent to maintain 
the integrity and honour of his poft. 
One Teacham had been accufed of in* 
ferting in a fermon feveral paifagei ac* 
counted trcafonable, for it feems they 
reflcdcd on the miniftry 5 but in a fermon 
never preached, nor ever intcnde<i to be 
made public. The King, who was be- 

' yond 
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ydnd meafure jealous on this head, fear^ 
ing the man might either be acquitted 
on his tryal, ot«not condemned to a ca- 
pital punifhrncnt, had ordered his Attor- 
ney-General Bacon to found the Judges ^J;^^^* 
before-hand, and gather their opinions,"* "2^* 
lecretly and apart* My Lord Coke ob- 
ftinately refufcd to declare hi$ i looking 
on this auricular taking of opinions, for 
fo he named k, as not according to the 
cuftoms of the realm, but new and of 
pernicious tendency^ About the fame 
time he had detei!mined a caufe at com-* 
mon law. The plaintiflF> who thought ^^^^, 
himfelf injured, would not abide by his J^^^^^^^' 
deciiion, but applied to Chancery fori»s>H^# 
relief: where the defendant refufed to 
appear, difclaiming the authority of that 
courts in which he was fupported by 
the Chief-JUfticc, who threatened the 
Chancellor with apremunire, ground^ 
ed on a ftatute made 27th Ed. IIL fot 
thus invading the limits of his >urifdic- 
tion. The King, who thought his pre* 
rogativc ftruck at anew in this attack on 
e a the 
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the court of his abfolute power, as Bacm 
ftiles it, had the matter examined before 
the Council: whocondetnnedthc<^hie£- 
Juftice for wtut he had done, and obliged 
him to makea fubmiffion on his knees. 
But what complcated the diflafte taken at 
him, was liis behaviour in a cauie of die 
Bilhop of Litchfield and Qoventry^ to 
whom the King had granted a vacant 
church m C^mmendamk Serjeant Chi- 
Letter bomey who wa&councii agali^ theBifhop, 
H2»«4!' jj^ arguing the cafe had maintained fevc- 
fal pofitions, reckoned prejudicial and 
derogatory to the King's fupreme and 
imperial power, which was alflirmed to 
be diftind from, and of a higher nature 
than his ordinary authority. Informed 
of this, James^ by his Attorney Gene- 
ral BofMy ordered the Judges to ftay 
fiirthcr proceedings in ,tt^t buftneis, till 
they had confulced with him. Tiic 
Judges al&mbled, and unanimoufly a^ 
. greed, th)£ they could not obey this or-^ 
dcr 5 thaLthe letter they h^d received was 
century to law $ that^ 1^ their oath arid 

th» 
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the duty of their places, they were not 
to delay Juftice s that they had therefore 
I^DOceedcd in the caufe at the time Qxed : 
dftd of t^ they certified the King in a 
Writing under all their hands. Upon 
this remonftrance, he writ them an an- 
gry letter, and peremptorily commanded 
them|x>(fa^ all proceedings, till his^ re- 
turn to London. They were then fum*- 
jnoned before the Council, and fharply 
reprimanded Jor fufferin^ the popular 
lawyers to c|ueiiion his prerpgative s 
wtuch was rcprefented as iacrcd and 
tranicendest, not to be handled or men- 
tioned in vulgar argument. At lad raif- . 
kig his voice, to frighten them into fub- 
piflion, h^ put this qun^ion to t^hem 
l^erally: -^ if, at any time, in a cafe 
<* depending before the Judges, he con- 
*^ Qcived it to concern him cither in pro-^ 
^* fit or power, and thereupon required 
*^ to confult with them, and that they 
^^ (honld ftay proceedings in the mean 
^* time J whether they ought not to ftay 
1^ th?m accordingly?" They all, the 
G 3 Chief 
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Chief Jufticc only excepted,^ ackno^wr- 

^fT\ Icdgcd it their duty to do fo. His aii- 

Lcttcr fwcr dcfervestobc forevcrfctncmbrcd: 

HS- « xhat when fuch a cafe happened, he 

^^ would do that which fhould be fit for 

^^ a Judge to do/' 

Yet this great Lawyer; who had the 
honcft courage to refift the King to his 
face, wanted that independance of mind 
which alone enables a man to bear foli- 
rude, and an acquaintance With himfclf. 
His difgrace, which reflefted more ho- 
nour on him than all his preferments, he 
knew not how to fupport : and therefore 
foon after fixed to be reindated in the 
King's favour. To recover it, he mean- 
ly enough courted the Favourite i^ith 
an offer, which he would not hear of 
when it was formerly made to him, 
Lctt€r While in power, he had refufed to give 
^n*^l^' his daughter in marriage toSiry^i&» j^/- 
//>r J, not without marks of difrefpefl:. 
He howfubmiflivcly entreated the fame 
pcrfon to honour him with his alliance: 

and 
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and employed Secretary Winwoodio in- 
form the Earl oi Buckingham of his 
extreme concern for what had pafled 
with regjaAl to the Earl's brother; that 
he now paffionately wi(hed the treaty 
might be renewed and accomplifhed : 
adding that they (hould make their own 
terms of fettlemcnt, if his propofal was 
accepted. As the young lady was not 
only a celebrated beauty, but a great 
fortune the perfon moft intcrefted made 
no difficulty to clofe with this propofal : 
and his mother recommended it to het 
fecond fon with warmth.. This alarm- 
ed the Lord-Keeper Bacon. Ever jea- 
lous of Cokes reputation, and at odds 
with him, he dreaded his alliance with 
fp powerful a family. Hiis imagination 
fuggefted to him ail tlie danger thatf 
throamcd his prcfent and future fortune^ 
from this union : and he coiild not for- 
get that he had latdy treated his anta- Letter i39> 
gonift with afreedom that rather infultcd^^ * ^' 
than admohifhed him. Thefe appre- 
henfions. made him.caft about how to 
G 4 defeat 
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defeat the intended matdi, by raifing 
luch objections to it as nsiglht cOuch the 
King and his Favourite in |K>int of public 
hixiour and advautagci. ^ia kttec9 tq 
both, on that Occaftbn^ arc Written with 
the perplexity of a nkan who fielrs ^Htae- 
thing. he. is utiwilling tO own i ^^fakh yc( 
his prudence palTes over with a feeming 
unconcern, to enlarge only ^|>on con- 
iidc rations th^t rcgasrd thofc whom he 
would be tliought to (eryt. But this 
management ptovcd inelGpctttal. It was 
relented by the Earl of Bttckifigbam^ 
and checked by a rough artCwcr ^bm th^ 
King, The Lady Campon too^ inform- 
ed of the part he was ading, gave a looft 
toiler tongue, and railed achim With a 
bittcrneis natural to women When thejr 
are thwarted in any favourite jiurftttf elf 
intereft or paflion, HaviQ|; thus^ tQ 
prevent a diftaht and uncertain dAiq^jr> 
involved himfelf in one r^zt was inpa( 
and immediate, he macie no ^nmpic tc| 
change fides at once : to go'diroftly «-» 
galnil his former opinion j and to o^r 

unaskod 
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imaskod his intpreft in the yoang Lady's Letter 
Mother for promoting the mtiteh^ he 
^ juft been laboaring to difappoint, 
pnfiich trivial acddetitft do the fortunes 
lof miniikts depend: and to fuch little 
and Aiamefiil arcs is afflbitkMk often ob- 
liged to ftodp, Kor &rta thus did he 
prisrently regiuiii his credit With Buck- 
htgbmm^ The fiunily continued to load 
.^iiniirithtqproadhest aiKlhe remained 
Iqng under that agony of heart which ah 
firing ipan muft fee), when his power 
^nd dignity are at thj; mercy of a King's 
|Minion, yotmg, and giddy with his clc 
yation, and Who thinks himfelf offend- 
ed. They were however reconciled at 
iafti and their ftiendihip, if obfequiouf- 
nef^ in one to all the humours pf the 
Other deferves the name of fticndlKip, 
continued without interruption for fome 
yeirS : while Buckingham went on daily 
to place and dlfplace the great officers of 
the CrOWn,as wahtohnefs of fancy, or an- 
ger, or intereflled him; to recommend or 
cli&ountenance every private pcrfon who 

had 



90 THE^LIFE OF THE LORD 

had a' fuic depending^ in a»y court, fuft as 
he was influenced s to aathoiize and pro- 
tcft every .illegal project, that could 
fervic oioft Speedily, to /enrich himiclf or 
hb kindred. In a . vox^ he became for* 
midable evc;n to the mailer whoihad 

. raifod him . from the dxA, and who 
fhould have ftill awed- him by his autho- 
rity : and this amidft the diffipadon of 
a life, given up to idle amufements, or 

. fullyed with criminal pleafiires. 

An. 1619. ^ ^ ^^^ beginning of x6.t^, Sir Francis 
^-'"v-*-' Bacon was created Lord High ChanceUoF 
of En^landy and fhortly after Baron of 
Verulam i which title he exchanged, the 
year following, for that of Vifcount St. 
Alban. Such eventain his life as thefe 
may be pafled over'flightly : he was fb 
great a man, that external honours could 
add no luftrc to his name. Indeed, had 
they been the immediate reward of thole 
nobler fervices he had done, and was dill 
meditating to do his country, they might 
defcrve more particular notice, for the 
fake of Him who beftowcd them. 

Neither 
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Neither the weight and variety of 
bufinefsy nor the pomps of 3 Courts 
could divert his attention from the ftudy 
of ptulofopby. Thofe were his avoca^ 
tions and. encumbrances : this was liis 
beloved employment, and almoA the 
only pleafufe in which he in^lulged his 
freer and b^ter hours. He gave to the 
public in i6zo his Novmn Organon^ as An. 162a 
a fccond'patrt to his grand Inftauration of ^ 
the Sciences: a work ttiat for twelve 
years together he had been methodizing^ 
altering, polifliings till he had laboured 
the whole into a feries of aphorifms, as 
it noW;^ppears. Of all his writings this 
ieems to have undergone the flrideft re- ^ 
vifion, and to befinifhed with the fevereft 
judgment. Indeed the form into which 
it is caftadbuts of nothing foreign, of no- 
thing merely ornamental. The lights and 
^embellifhments of imagination, the grace 
and harmofty of (tile, are rejeded here, as 
beauties cither fuperfluous, or of an in- 
ferior nature. The Author has befides 
made ufe of feveral terms in a new and 

peculiar 
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pcculitr feuic, ^hichmiykavc 4i&o|ira« 
gcd (bme rcadfun^ as k has made others 
imagine them equally uninitcUigibliciwkh 
the horrors of a vacuum^ the qta^ties, 
and fubftaatial £ormSy of the ^hiloibphy 
which he attempted todfift^dk? and 
therefore, of all his writing$ac has been 
the leaft x:ead/ or enderftocvL It; was in^ 
tended as a more uftfal^ a svore exteuftve 
Logic th^n the world had yec |;>een ac- 
quainted witli. An art nor converiant a- 
bout fy Uogifms, and modes of ar ^umenta-^ 
rion^ that may be £erviceable fbmettmes m 
arranging^truths already known^qr indc- 
• reding fallacies that lie concealed among 
our own pcafonings and thofe of other 
men : but an art inventive of arts 5 pt(^ 
dudlive of ncV diftoveiria, real, tmj>or- 
rant, and of general ufe to human life. 
This he propofed^ by turning oui atteiii 
tion from notionstOthin^}''ftotntfa0^ 
fubtle and frivolous fpecttlatidiisthatdaa- 
zlc, not enlighten, the unde^Mtding^ to a 
fobcr and fcnfiblc invcftigatiOti <^the laws 
and powers of nature, in away becoming 

fagcs. 
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fag«s who in^e truthapd information tlic 
foW aim of their eiK|wrie$^ In otder to 
this, his firft endeavour was to weed out of 
the mind fuch errors as naturally grow in 
hy or have feecn planted there by educa- 
tion, andcherifliedby the iiiflueace ofmen 
whofe writi/igs hgd long claimed a right 
of prefcription to rule and miflead man- 
kind. To a mind thus prepared for 
inftru£Hon, he propofes the fecond and 
fcientifical part of his icheme, the true 
method of ihteipretii]^ nature, \>y h£t 
and obfervarion ^ by found and genuine 
InduBiony widely differing from that 
puerile art which till then had folely 
prevailed in phiiofophy. His requires a 
fufficient, an accurate Kcolleftioii of in-; 
fiances, gathered ^ith iagacity and ve* 
ccMrded with impartial plainnefs, on 
bothitdesofthequeftioja: fromwhicl^. 
after viewing them in all poffifale lights, 
to be fure that nocontradidory inftances 
oui be bsoi^, fome pottioncf tt&ful 
itxuSxy leading on to fuither di£:QvcdeS| 
may f»e at laft feirly deduced. Iqi thi9 

way, 
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way, experiments and reafonmgs grow" 
up together, to fupport and illuftftitc cath- 
other mutually, in every part of fcicncc* 

An. 1621. A s we arc now approaching toward* 
'the moft memorable event of our Au- 
thor's public life, which ended in a me^^ 
lancholy reverfe of his fortune and ho- 
nour, it will be necellary to trace, ftep by 
flep, the caufes that produced it : efpe- 
ciaily as the affair has not been hitherto 
conitdercd in the point of view that ren- 
ders it moft' interefting and inftrudive. 
It will, I believe, appear with evidence, 
that, whatever his crimes might be, he 
was facrificed to the fafety of another^ 
far more criminal tfaian himfelf: and 
that this was the ad of an ill-judging 
mafter, with whom it was a greater merit 
to be amufing in any degree, than to be 
ierviceable in the greateft. 

Among the weakntflfes of King 
James, his vanity was the moft pernio 
ciousy to his own family, and ro the 

natioa 
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nation in general. He placed an infinite 
vaitie on certain chihierical advantages 
that met in lus peiribn ; on tliat intierent 
riglit by wluch lie pretended tiie crown 
oi Enj^tand \iis devolved to him 5 on 
his long acquaintance with the prime 
myftcrics of government, and on his 
uncommon accompUniments in learning. 
His favourite maxim was, that he who 
knows not how todiflemble, knows not 
how to reign: but he leems not to haVc 
heard of a fccond maxim, without which 
the firft cannot be fuccefsful, even for a 
time; to conceal every appearance of 
cunnings and to deceive under the guife 
of candor and good faith. He, on the 
contrary, (hewed his whole game at 
once, to his own fubjefis and to foreign- 
ers alike: fo that in his attempts upon 
the former, in his^ negotiations with the 
latter, this Sohmon was the only dupe^ 
A grtat (hare of learning he certainly 
had, but of leairning that a King ought 
not to* be acquainted with; the very re- 
fixfe of tbe (cho^s, which ferved for lit* 

tic 
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tie cl^.>git to (umUb Mm with an iot* • 
pcrtiQcpt fluency, oncverjCubjeft; 9114 
he indjuJ^ bimfelf in, tl^ Cavetcigft,^ 
A^t,ty of fetting it to (hew^ on ev^Qr 
6<;gifton. Qn all tbefi: heads, he wa^. 
extolled ^itlio^t m^aTute by the mdSi 
pei^ent*of flatterers, graVdandretei^iid 
Boclefudic;: for vhich, and beeauie 
they encouraged him in an unprineely 
application of his tal^nt^ hc^ on mmf 
oc^afioA$> niade his power the mean vor 
ftrumept to ^ify their pa^ions a&d luS 
of domimon. Th^y, in return, foitai 
but foJT him atitle antecedent and fupc- 
doe to bwaasax Ja w% <xta a divine tight 
of being weak or. wich;ed,^ without c<m^ 
trouL And tiua d^^tuie, horrible ai 
it i$, tbcjf daredto. derive fyotia fcriptune i 
where if it could befpfii^ iN^hich to af^ 
Arm vecc bUTphcmy, ir w^d b«i iti$ 
trit^mph,pf ja64cUQry ao<i dgmonft^ 
tiqn that tho%^qr^ writings; ^piwrtf.. 
infpixe4, ttot byiGod* ImW ^^w B<: 
inj^ t^s pp^odte and. tlVP <aei^y Of all 
gQ9dnc&. Tbis4«^iQCi uwetiiPg i^wilb 

hir 
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his own perverted habits of thinkings 
made King James look upon iiis fub- 
')c{^s as flavcs 5 upon his parliaments as 
ufurpers of a power to which they had 
no right, or at beft a precarious one : 
and he had now, for feven years toge- 
ther, afFedied to govern without them j 
to fet up an intereft feparate from that 
of his people, and to fupply his wants 
. by all ways and means, but fuch as the 
GO^ftitution prelcribed. Thefe methods Hacket; 
were fuggefted to him by the worft enc-^' '^* 
mies of the commonwealth, the tribe 
of projedors and monopolifts: mif 
creants who Iheltered themfelves under 
the name and ivAMtnct oi Buckingham^ 
and who repaid his proteftion extrava- 
gantly, at the expence of a people whom 
they were grinding and devouring. His 
mother too, now created a Countcfs in 
her own right, a woman born for mid 
chief, of a meddling fpirit and infetiably 
greedy, was deep iii the guilt of thefe 
tranfadions; forwardirig every bad pro- 
icd that brought her ia money j and. 
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by the mighty power Ihe had over her 6m^ 
fucceedingin every fcandalousjob (he un- 
dertook. Under an adminiflration like 
this,whcnEnglandw^ in efFcft governed 
by a diffolute youth, himfelf in the hands 
of an intriguing, rapacious woman, it can- 
not be furprizing that the people were vex- 
ed and plundered by illegal patents, by 
monopolies, by other mifchievous pro- 
jeds, calculated to enrich a few, and to 
ruin thoufands. To all thefe patents^ 
however procured, the Chancellor had 
readily, almoft implicitly, affixed the fcal, 
as the mere creature of Buckingham. Or 
if he ever ventured to infinuatc that any 
of them were contrary to law, his remori- 
ftrance was too fearful and unfupported to 
produce any effcft. This is the great ftaia 
on his charafter i that he deferred, or neg- 
leded, the poft of honour where provi- 
dence had placed him, on the frontier, if 
I may fo fpeak, betwixt Prerogative and Li- 
berty : that, if he did not encourage, he at 
leaft connived at, the invafions that were 
fvery day making into the latter. Yet 

this 
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this was againft his inclination^ as ^cll 
as againft his better fenfe of things : for 
as he knew well thai his Matter's true 
ihtereft lay in a godd underftanding with 
his people, he had often advifed him to 
call frequent parliaments, and to throw 
himfclf on the affeftions of the natioii 
jfor the fupport of his government. Tho 
flich advice was repugnant to all the 
maxims by which that monarch wilhed 
tocftablilhhispowerj tho he Had fcfolv- 
cd to lay pariiamcflts afidi for ci^^er^ asf 
daring encroachers upon his prerogative, 
who made themfclves greater ind their 
prince lefs than became either : yet he 
was now prevailed upon, to meet the 
two houfes oiice more. Indeed the exi- 
gency of his affairs rendered it n^eceflTaryi 
His fubjeds, it is true, were haraflcd 
and pillaged i but he was fiill In extreme 
want of money: thofc wretches, to 
whom he delegated his authority, leav- 
ing to htm little eUe befides the public 
hatred, occaitoned by their rapines com- 
mitted in his name; Add to this^ tha^ 
H 2 th€ 
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the junfturc appeared favourable for ob- 
taining large fupplies from the commons. 
As the whole body of the natioa expref^ 
fed an uncommon zeal for recovering 
the Palatinate to his unfortunate Son-in- 
law, he had reafon to exped, that on 
the aflurance of his entering heartily into 
a war, they would vote him confidera- h^, 
ble aids of money 5 which he might afJ ^ 
terwards divert, as he adually did, to 
other purpofes that better fuitcd his ge* 
nius and notions. 

A Parliament was accordingly 
fummoned: and it met on the 20th of 
January^ idzi. The King was not 
wholly mittak en in his conjedurej for 
the Commons immediately voted him 
two entire fubfidies : but went at the 
fame time upon a ftrid enquiry into 
thofe arbitrary impofitions that, in a pe- 
riod of feven years, were become infup- 
portable to the people. Among the 
monopolies, in particular, there were 
^rec of flagrant injuftice and opprcifion. 

Certain 
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Certain perfons had obtained patents 
from the King, which empowered them 
tofet an annual fine on fuch as kept inns, 
or alehoufes, throughout England. 
Without a licence from the patentees, 
no man could hold either : and whoever 
would not readily pay the fum, at which 
thofe low inftruments of power thought ^ 
fit to excife him, was fure of being ha- 
raflcd and plundered, or thrown into a 
jail. This proved a fruitful fourcc of 
vexations, and fell heavy on the poorer 
fort. The third was yet more enormous 5 
a patent for the folc making and vending 
of gold and fiiver lace, which had been 
granted to two infamous tools of the 
favourite, Mampejfon znd Michel y the 
Dudley and Empfon of that age. The 
firft a man of fortune, whofe fole am- 
bition was to make himfelf confidered, 
tho but by his crimes : the other an ob- 
fcurc Juftice of the peace, who, in a 
remote quarter of the town, picked up 
a fordid maintenance from the ftews. 
They had, it; fcems, {hamcfulJy abufcd 
H 3 th(? 
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the powev their excluHve patent; gave 
them, by putting off, for true, great 
quantjities of counterfeit lace, wrought 
up and cmbafed with copper, or other 
Wiffi»' ipaterials of a poifonous nature : and 
whoever prefumed to make or fell any 
packtt, p. other was' cruelly punilhed, by fine and 
* imprifonment. In thefe outrages they 

were the mqre daring, becaufe Sir Ed* 
ward VillierSj half-brother to the Fa- 
vourite, was aflfociatcd into their patent, 
thonotnamedinit, Thefe, with many 
other grievances, were laid open in paf- 
Jiament, and ieverply cenfured. But 
the Cotnmons did not flop here. They 
were for carrying their fearch up to the 
prime caufe of all grievances^ in order 
to difcovcr by whofc influence the fcve- 
^1 patent^ had been procured, and how 
they had paffed the ieals. Complaints 
were brought into the houfe, about the 
^me time, of corrupt practices evea in 
the High Court of Equity. This alarm- 
ed the King for his Chancellor, and ftill 
more for his Minion: as private inti- 
mations 
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xnations had been fent to Buckingham^ 
of a feverc fcrutiny that was making in- 
Ito ail his management, and of frequent 
meetings that were held^ with great fe-c^Wtf, 
crccy, by certain members of the lower 
houie; in, order to fix on him the guilt 
of whatever was mod unjuftifiable and 
oppreflive* Buckingham^ creatures, 
anxious and alarmed at this iptclligencc, 
perfuaded him, that he could fecure im- 
punity to himfelf and them, only by 
bringing his Mafter forthwith to diflblve 
^hc parliament : and James had certain^ 
ly been frightened into that ralh and ha- 
zardous ftep, but for the fober rcmon^* 
ftranccs of Williams Dean of Weftmin" 
fier. That politic courtier advifed him 
to cancel at once, by proclamation, all 
monopolies and vexatious grants ; to fa* 
crifice inferior criminals to the public 
refentment: and to foothe the parlia- 
ment with an affurance that this reform 
mation was firft propofed by his favou* 
rite, on finding how much he had been 
abufed by defigning and knavifh projec- 
H 4 tors. 
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tors. This counfel the King rcfolvcd 
to follow : but it did not wholly free 
him from the perplexity he was under. 
The Chancellor, whom his intercft led 
him to prcfcrve, was openly accufed of 
corruption: the Favourite, whom his 
tcndcrnefs could not refign, was fecret- 
ly, and therefore more dangeroufly at- 
tacked 5 as the encouragcr, if not the 
author, of whatever was deemed moft 
illegal and oppreflive. To fave both, 
Abridg. at this judurc, would be impoflible: 
Poft. p. 2, ^^^ ^^ found he muft either part.with 
the Objed of his inclinations, or with 
the Oracle of his counfels.' How fuch 
?i prince would determine, is eafy to 
guefs. His paffion prevailed over his 
reafon: and my Lord St. Alban w^s 
piadc the fcape-goat of Buckingham. 
He was even obliged to abandon his de- 
fence. As he had gained univerfal eftcem 
by his learnings and as his eloquence 
was equal to his parts, fupferior and com- 
mandkig, the King would not hazard 
his appearing before the Lords to plead 

his 
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his own caufc. In the <:ourfc of fuch 
an enquiry, he might have diverted the 
public odium from liimfelf, by laying 
open the long ferics of bad adminiftra- 
tion to which he had been privy 5 the 
niany illegal patents he had been com- 
pelled to pafs: and all this came full 
home to Buckinghamy the great objed 
of national vengeance. The faults too, 
imputed to himfelf, he might have ex- 
tenuated fofar as to procure a great mi- 
tigation of the cenfure, that muft others 
wife fall upon him in its utmoftr rjgour. 
AH this he forefaw and felt 5 but the 
King abfolutely commanded him not to 
be prefent at his tryal : promifmg, on 
iiis royal word, to fcreen him in the laft 
' determination Tor if that could not be, 
to reward him afterwards with ample re- 
tribution of pr6t6£l:ion and favour. He . 
"obeyed, aiidwasuhdone. 

' On the twelfth of March y a com- 5^^^^ 
liiittec for infpeding into the abufcs of ais, Voi.i. 
the courts of }uftice was appointed by &c/^' 

the 
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the Commons. Some days after^ Sir 
Robert Thilips^ a gentleman eminent 
for pubUc rpirit and humanity, reported 
from tlience to the houfe^ that comr 
plaints had been brought before tlKm| 
by two perfons, againft the Lord Chan- 
cellor, for bribery and corruption. This 
report he made, not only without bit- 
ternefs, but in terms of great regard 
and tendernefs for the Accufed 5 moving 
that the bufinefs might be prefented to 
the Peers, iingly and without exaggera- 
tion. At a conference, on the nine- 
teenthi between certain members of 
both houfes, the Lords agreed to take 
the matter into their (peedy conitdera- 
tion. As foon as this af&ir was become 
the public talk, a new croud of accufers 
appeared, and charged home the unhap- 
py Chancellor with other and flagrant 
inftances of bribery 5 fuch perfons efpc- 
cially as had courted him with prefents, 
and afterwards received a veidid unfa- 
vourable to their expedations: animated 
more by that difappointment^ than by 

the 
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*hc iaiquky of his deciiions j for it docs ^^-^.^ 
not appear dut any of t)is decrees were Coii. v.i. 
.ever reverfed. He was all this while 
icoxifined to his houfe by an indifpoft- 
tion, real Of pretended: but^ if his 
.body;was ia heaktv what muft have 
been the con4i^on of his tnmdy in this 
interval of fafpenfe and anxiety? a great 
mind, already fclf-convi£ted, yet exqui- 
fltely fenflbletogpodfame, which it has 
long enjoyed, and is upon the point of 
)oiu3g for ever- His refiedions, whether 
he looked back on the pad:,, or forward 
to the profpeft before }um, muft have 
been terrible : as they were at the Cxm^ 
time inflamed by peculiar circumftances 
of fhame and confii^on; that he was 
now, at the age of ftxty-one^ falling a 
vi^im to the rapine and iniblence of his 
domefiics^ which he had weakly con- 
nived at, rather than to any £mirs of his 
ftwn. 

On the twenty-fiyth of March^ the 
Klngc^e to the hqufe of Peers} and, 

in 
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in cxpreffions of ftudied popularity, 
owned tlic errors of hiis government, 
exclaimed againft the patents complain- 
ed of, frankly gave up to juftice the lef^ 
fer criminals concerned in them : and all 
this for the fake of his Favoirtitc, whom 
in the end he endeavoured to fcreen by 
the pooreft reafons imaginable. Indeed? 
no good reafons could be alledged in 
defence of Him, who was the greateft 
criminal 5 and without whofe concur- 
rence the Wretches in qneftion could- 
not have been guilty. The Lords were 
not impofed upon by this (peech : how^ 
ever, thinking it fufBcient to have re. 
duced their fovereign* to the neceffity 
of an apology, they feigned to be of his 
opinion. Thus, Buckingham efcaped 
for the prefent ; to accurriulate new guilt, 
and to hX\ at laft, ignobly, by a private 
hand : after he had been devoted, by the 
curfcsof a whole people, and morefo- 
lemnlyftill by the denunciations of their 
reprefentatives. After a reccfs of three 
w^cks, the houffc met again: but the 

weight 
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weight of their indignation fell fmgly, 
and therefore without mercy, on the 
Chancellor. They were not fatisfied with 
his letter of general confclfion, tho de- 
livered to them by the Prince of Wales h 
in which he renounced all juftification of 
himfelf, and fued forno other favour^ 
" but that his penitent fubmiflion might 
" be his fentence, and the lofs of the 
" feals his puniftimcnt." He was ob- 
liged to put in a particular anfwer to 
every point of his accufation : which he 
didonthefirftofikfoy, 162 1; acknow- 
ledging, in the moftexplicite words, the 
corruption charged upon him in twenty 
eight fcveral articles, and throwing his 
caufe entirely on the compaffion of his 
Judges. His fentence was, " tounder- 
" go a fine of forty thoufand pounds; 
*' to be imprifonedin the Tower during 
" the King's pleafure 5 to be for ever un- 
" capable of any office, place, or em- 
" ployment in the commonwealth; and 
". never to fit again in parliament, or 
" come within the verge of the court/' 

Thus 



\ 
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Thus he loft the great privilege of his 
peerage 5 a feverity unufoal except in cafes^ 
o( treafbn and attainder. 

T H £ laft article of his charge furnifhes 
Matter for much reflection. It ailedgcsy 
^^ tiiat he had given way to great exac- 
^ tions in his fervants, both in refpeft 
** of private feals, and otherwife for 
itsifiii. ** fealing injunftions." This indulgence 
'^b^/* to his domeftics, which Was certainly ex- 
Foft. p.2. treme^ has been generally, and I believe 
truly, reckoned the principal caufe of 
thofe irregularities that drew on his dif- 
grace. Liberal in his own temper, 0/ 
rather profufe bcyornl the condition of 
a man who means to preferve his inte- 
grity, he allowed his family in every 
kind of extravagance : and as many of 
his retinue were young, diffipated, gid- 
dy in the purfuitof pieafure, they fquan- 
dcred without meafurc, where they were 
indulged without controul *. Whether 

ho 

• One day, during his tryal, a$ he was pafBng 
thro a room where feveral of his domeftics were 

fitting- jr 
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he did not difcovcr this error till itwa$ 
too late, or whether a foul like his, loft 
in the grcatnefs and immenitty of its 
own views, could not attend to that de- 
tail of little ^nd difagreeable particulars 
which yet oeconomy requires 5 however 
that was, to flipport his ordinary train 
of living, he fell into corruption him- 
felf, and connived at it in his dependents. 
Thus we behold him, a memorable ex- 
ample of all that is great and escalted, of 
all that is little and low, in man. Such 
inconfiflencies in our human nature can- 
not but alarm and terrify even thoft 
who are mod confirmed in a habit of 
virtue. 

After a Ihort confinement in the 
Tower, the King reftored him to his 
liberty,, and forgave the fine in which 
the Parliament had amerced him. As 
this fine was very confiderable, he ma- 
naged fo as t;o have it afligned over to 

fome 

fitting; upon their getting- up to tabte Imny. Sic 
flown my Mafteny he cried i your rife bath been 
my &U« 
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fomc of his friends, under tiic notion of^ 
St'kd.b^ing his creditors: And wcfind ^Z- 
1. 1691. /iamSy his fucccflbr in the fcals, com- 
plaining heavily of this ftratagemj.asif 
he thereby intended to defraud thofc 
' pcrfons to whom he was really in debt, 
who were many and in danger of being 
ruined by his fall. But I am inclined, to 
hope, that he made ufe of this artifice 
with a more innocent views namely, 
to procure himfelf a ftiort refpite from 
their importunity, till he could fettle 
his private affairs, extremely perplexed 
by former ill management, and now by 
the lofs of his employments rendered 
defperatc. That I may not be obliged 
to mention any more an affair, alike 
ungrateful to the reader and writer, I 
will obferye here^ that about three years 
after this, he petitioned King James for 
a totalremilfionofhiscenfure: " to the 
" ,end that this blot of ignominy might 
*^ be removed from him,, and from his 
" memory with ppflerity/' Whatiayin 
a King's power, James Kzdily grantp^ 
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Vol, IV. 
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k Mi ittd entire pardon of hiswhok 
ferrtcnce *. PoftcHrylikcwilc, tOTrhich 
he appealed^ has fcemcef unwHlihg tx> 
remember that he ever offended: and 
tfhofc who record his Mings, liketholb 
who have madeobfervatibns on the fpots 
ill the foh, neither pretend tb dimihini 
his real bri^htnefs in himfelf, lior deny 
his univerfal influence on the world of 
learning. Thus he withdrew frdm the 
iglare of a'pnblic ftatibn' into the fhadc ^«A/'» 
bf f etiremeilt and ftudious kifurc ; ofteti poft! f .'3. 
lamenting, thatimbition and falfe glory- 
had fo long diverted him from the nobleft ' 
as wcll'asthemoft ufeful employments 
of a reafonable being:, rriortified, no 
idoubt, intothefe fentimcrirs by d fcvcrc 
conviftion, in his oWn perf6n, of the 
inftabilrty and cnaptincfs of all human 
grandeur; 

^ HitHBRTo, we have f6lIowcdhhn 

^o the bUftle and obli<^uity of buftncf^. 

I ''---'. Wc 

• Accordingly he was fuipmoricd t» the jfirft 
IhrHattmof King Char Us. 
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We fliall find him henceforth' in a More 
pleafing, tho a lefs confpicuous, fttuar 
tion : freed from the fervitude of a 
rcourts from an intolerable attendance 
.there, on the vices and follies of men 
every way his inferiors, (for in this reign 
no one could ri(e to power on mcMre 
honourable terms :) in a condition now 
•to purfue the native bent of his genius; 
.to live to himfclf, and for the advantage, 
not of one age, or one people only, but 
of all mankind, and all times to come. 

-An. 1622. The jfitfl: confiderable work he en* 
gaged in, after his retirement^ was the 
hiftory oi Henry VIL, which he under- 
took at the defire of King JameSy and 
publifhcdin the year 1622. Whatever 
fome writers may have infinuated of his 
melancholy and dejeftion, we find every 
where, in this performance, evident 
traces of a fpirit unbroken by age, and 
unfubdued by misfortunes. It has beca 
highly applauded, ^nd as much con- 
demned : a proof that it has more than 

common 
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tommon merit. And wc may venture 
to affirm that whatever its faults are, 
they arifc from no want of vigour in the 
Undcrftanding^ or of warmth in the ima- 
gination, of tlie writer. King James 
afFcdcdto corifider his great grandfather 
'Htnty as a pcrfcd model for the imita- 
tion of other Monarchs : and as iiis was 
the rfcign of flattery, this quickly grew 
to be tlic prevlaient and fafhionable opi- 
nion at Court; Tiio in truth, that 
Prince's charafter was, in every part of ir, 
Uilamiablc5 and liis condud, on many 
occaitons^, weak or wicked. If my LoM 
Bacon\^& not wliolLy efcapcd the infec- 
tion of his age 5 if he has iaere and there 
attempted to brigliten the imperfedions> 
and throw in (hades the bad features of 
the original he was drawing.; yet, thro 
thefc foftenings, we can eafily fee this 
King as he was, and in all his genuine 
deformity^ Sufpicion and avarice, his 
own hiftorian acknowledges, were the 
ichief ingredients in his compofition ; and 
therefore his politics, both at home and 
I 2 abroad, 
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abroad, were narrow, feUiihy and falfo^ 
Void pf all great and extenitve prudence^ 
hfi endeavoured to fuppl^ that want by 
temporary (hifts, and the little expedients 
of cunning. By thefe he commonly 
6acw, had the luck to extricate himfelf out c£ 
ff.^400" difficulties, which a wifcf man would 
have timely forefeen^ and a better man 
have wholly prevented. But as his ge- 
nius was unfociahle and rolitary, the 
darkncfs in his temper pafled on man* 
kind for depth and fagacity in his undejv 
p. 404. (landing. His avarice too was fordid 
and ihamolefs. Nothing feemed mean, 
nothing unjuft in his eyes, that could 
fill his coffers : and merely to fill them, 
for of wealth he had no enloymept, he 
defcended to arts of rapine no \cf$ fcaar 
dalous than they were opprcffivc. 

I HAVE acknowledged that my Lord 
BacQtts Hiftory has been taxed of par* 
tiality, and I will not diflemble that his 
itilehas been ob^eded t^ ai fijiJl of al^ 
fejQation, full of faUc ekKftteooc. Siit 

that 
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that was the vice, not of the man, but 
of the times he lived in : and pirticular- 
ly of a court that, after the Sovereign s 
example, delighted in the tinfcl of wit 
and writing, in the poor ingenuity of 
punning and quibbling, 

His Effays have, of all his worlds, 
beenmoftcutrent, and arc ftill very juftly 
efteemed. Towards the clofc of his 
life he greatly enlarged them both in 
number atid weight j and publiflicd them 
4new, not only in Englifhy but in a 
more unirerfal language, whichj he 
imagined, may preferve them as long as 
books ftiall laft. As they are intended 
not to ambfe but inftru€b; as they are 
neither a fatire on human nature, nor 
the fchodl of fcepticifmj Moniieur^^ 
ybltaire obferves, tliat they have bocnif,^^*/"* 
lefs popular than the Maxims of Roche- 1^®>«» p- 
foucaulty or the EiOfays of Montagne. 
A i^cmark that does my Lord Bacon ho^ 
npuyj who was too great a Man td court 
a teputatioi[i from the mttithude^ by far 
I 3 crificing 



Ii8 THE LIFE OF THE LORD 

crificing to that malignity, or indulging 
tliat curiqus extravagance, which too 
many readers, I am afraid, expcft to 
find gratified, even in writings of a mpr 
ral kind. 

Of the other works which he coni- 
pofcd in this laft fcene of his life, I for- 
bear to m^kc any mention here : they 
will be all enumerated in another place. 
Let mc only obfcrvc, that nothing cai^ 
give 9 more exalted idea of the fruitful^ 
nefs and vigour of his gepius tlian the 
number and nature of ^hofe writings. 
Under the difcouragemcnt of a public 
ccpfure, broken in his health, broker^ 
in hisfortuncsj he enjoyed his retirement 
not aboyc five years : a little portion of 
time ! yet he found means to croud in- 
to it, what might have been the wholq 
bufmcfs, and the glory too, of a long 
qiid fortunate life. Some of hisfprmcr 
pieces he methodized and enriched ; fe- 
yeral new ones he compofed, no lefs 
confiderablcfor the greatncfs and variety 

^ "•;''•••■■ •' ' ^ 'of 
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of the arguments he treated, than for his 
manner of treating them. Nor are they 
works of mere erudition and labour, 
that require little elfe but ftrength of con- 
ftitution and obftinate application : they 
arc original efforts of genius and reflec- 
tion, on fubjeds either new, or handled 
in a manner that makes them fo. His 
notions he drew from his own fund: 
and they were foUd, comprehenfive, 
fyftematical s the difpofition of his whole 
plan throwing light and grace on alLthe . 
particular parts. In confidering every 
fubjeft, he feems to liave placed himfclf 
in, a point of view fo advantageous and 
elevated, that he could from thence dif-*. 
cover a whole country round him, and 
mark outthc fcvcral fpots of it, diftind- 
ly and with eafe. Thefe charaders are 
equally due to the works in which he 
made fome progrefs, and to thofe he 
cpuld only attempt. 

His fupppfed poverty has been much^''^J«- 
iftfifted on, not only by our own writers. 
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but by foreigners. Some o( tUe formcc 
have afierted^ that \\t languiOied out i( 
folitary bcin^ ia obfcurity and indigence: 4 
and among the latter, Le Clerc^ who 
was led into the fame notion by a pafiagc 
in one o£ Howfl'slQitCTS, hals animad- 
verted with an honcft indi^^tron hoq 
the me^nnef) of that Prince^ who could 
leave fuch a man as he was to ftraggle^ 
in his dediuitig age^ both with penury 
and afHidion. t believe the matter ha| 
been exaggerated^ Pechjkps he did ndt 
enjoy afRucnce or entire cafe Of fortune; 
but liis prdiiiary income mufthaveplddeit 
luna above fordid want a^fld a^xifty* 
Dr. Rawley^ who lived \oti% in hJ* ft- 
mily, affirms that the Kin^ Ilad givth 
him, out of the Broad Seal and Aliena- 
tion Office, to the value of eighteen 
iiundrcd pounds a ycar^5 which, with his 
own lands amounting to a third part 
more, he retained to .his death. But 
then, he had treafured up nothing in his 
, profperousconditi<>n againft theday of ad^ 
verfity : and his penfion was not only Jjrc- 

carious, 
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pilriQul^ but ill-paid, by a King, who^ 
iduftcad t]f hmbfitidiftg his revenues for 
gr^at or good puq^^ofes, Vas daily lavifti- 
10^ iihcn) Vsr^Yy in fruitkriiicsotiations^ 
pf on the lei^.dcfdrviftg of hift fubj^&ts^ 
Addtothcfethihgs^ thatmjrLotdiSar^jKi 
Izy bii this time under the iftcumbradce 
of a vaft debt: and that he liad doubc^ \ 
Itfs expended very ctHifidccablQ (urns in 
ptocurif^g 6t liiaking eitpetimenis. Even 
thofe^ whdAi w« fkt €lofe and rearing 
on every o^t •e&adori, are yet proftife 
in gratifying a favourite paffion. Such 
were the canfes of that diftrefs and thofe 
diffieuitied intd ^hich he wai^ lodttn 
plunged. That th^y wicrc taany and 
great, we darientercain no doubt * It 
is biit too fttongly confiriftdd to ns by 
fome unaiual expreflldns in his l^tei^ 
td Kiftg James s where W6 find hiiid 
prdliriftg oat hi^ heart in cdtttptaints andvdjLV- 
fujflicatiotw df fuch ^ fttdih, as every '*«-^' 

one 

• tt appears by a letter of Bmkingham to him 
tteit te aiked f©r the PhnroftffiliJ ^i £atpn College, ' 
and w«« refufed it. 
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one who reveres his memory vAll wifti 
he had never uttered. Thofe who infift 
on the meannefs, thofe vfho plead for 
the dignity, of human nature, may, in 
this one man,, find abundant matter to 
fupport their feveral opinions. But, let 
us draw a veil over imperfedions, and at 
the fame time ^cl^nowiedge, that a very 
ordinary penetration, may ferve to difi 
cover remarkable blemifhes and failings 
in the moft comprehenfiye minds, in the. 
greateft charafterS;^ that . ev?r adornc4 
j^iortality. 

An. 1 625. King James died in iSifj after aa . 
^inglorious and a fatal reign of three and 
twenty years: dcfpifed biy foreigners^ 
dcfpilcd and hated t(y his Qwn fubjeds. 
The. mifchieybus notions h? broaciiedj^ 
the pervcrfe conduft/he l^cld, gave rife 
to thofe divifions that quicjjjly ^ftpr in- 
volved his kipgdoms ^n all the guilt and . 
mifery of a civil war: that (hook the 
Britijb cpnftitution to its foundations, 
9ftdin the end overturned it 5 thoappa- 
'"^ rcntly 
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rcntly framed to laff forages, as it had 
been ages in building up and perfeft- 
ing. 

His unfortunate Chancellor furvived 
him fomethin^ above a year. The mul- 
tiplicity of bufinefs and ftudy in which 
he had been lortg engaged, but above all 
the anguifti of mind he fccretly laboured 
under, had undermined and broken in- 
to his health; After having been for 
fome time infirm and declhiing, he owed 
his death at laft to an exccfs, not unbe- 
coming a philofopher 5 inpurfuing, with 
more application than his ftrcngth could 
bear, cehaxn experiments tduching the 
confcrvation of Bodies. He was fo fud- 
dcnly ftriick in his head and ftomach, 
that he found himfelf obliged to retire 
into the Earl of Arundel's houfe at 
tilghgaie^ near which he then happened 
to be. There he fickened o^a fever, 
attended with a defluxion on his bread : 
and, after a week's illnefs, expired $ on An. 1626. 
the ninth of ^r/7, in thefixty-lixth year/ 

©f 
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of his age. How he bore this indiipo- 
fitjon^ or what difcoorfes he held at the 
nearer approaches of deaths no account 
is to be found s an omiffion which every 
reader muA feel and regret : as nothing 
can awaken the attention, nothing af. 
feA the heart ^f man more ftrongl/ 
^han the behaviour of eminent perfonages 
in their laft moments^ in that only fcene 
of life wherein we are all fure^ later or 
3aM, fooner, to referable them. There rc- 
LrttJ^* mains only a letter, the laft he ever 
297- wrote, addrcffed to that nobleman under 
whofc roof he died : in which he com^ 
pares himfclf toa celebrated philofopher 
of antiquity, ^Imjr the cldcth who loft 
his life by enquiring^ with too dange- 
xous a curiofity, into the Qrft great eru{^ 
tion of Vefuvius. 

Thus lived, and died, the Lord 
Chancellor Bacon ^^ 

Hi 

♦ tic continued Gngle till after forty, apd then 
t^dk tb ^ife a daughter of AMtnfUatl BahAat/t 6t 
Londofiy with whom he receiyed a plentiful fortune^ 
buf had by her ho children : arid ftc out-Ii^ef 
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Hb was buried privately in St. Mi- 
thdeh dmrcih nca^ &$.Alba»s. Th( 
fpQt that contains iu& remains lay ^fcure 
and undiftinguifhed, till the gratitude of 
a private man, formerly his fervant, CrSnTbomai 
rcftcd a mpnUmont to his name and me- ^'^'«^- 
nory. In aiKith« coontiy, ^1 a better 
tsfi^ hif monijment wo\ild have i^od a 
pM:I>lic proof ia what venaratioii the 

whpic 

liim itpvards oftw»iitjr jrffiirs. Such nsubw as 
faavi&any «urioi|ty to JbpQ^ wbat rcgkne^ ha ob- 
ferved, may takd the following account of, it i{i 
thewprdsoifhisCSiapbin. M His diet waamther 
«' pl^nfifo} aj[\d Uber^ xhm reftraixied. Ia bis 
"^^ youngcrycars he was much given to the finer ancT 
^^ ligM^ f^^f^ ^ meats : but afterwards fat pM- 
^ ferred th^ ftrop^er, fyicba^tbe fb»mbl$ ^ficirdr 
•« cd i as thofc which bred the more firm and fub- 
^ (laa£ii^|j(Mq^^<ife64iiiPf^le, Hf.dfdiMl^yw 
*' may b^ fi^e, ^^le£l that himfelf, whici) he i^ 
H muck extolled to others in hb writing, the /re- 
u qiieni ^^f>{^\m I wliqwf b^ tQok 3if auaati^ 
«« of atjout tl)ree grains io thin warm bjptK ey^ry 
>♦ morning, for tmrty year^ together. His ordi- 
** i)afy p^yfi^ wap f fis|^|atf4ai^ |if rbji^jlu in- 
*< fufed intq a draught of w^terwine and b^cy; 
^' mingled together for thefpaceo^hattan hour, 
** opce ift fij^ 9''^Vip ^jf% tj»fnc4i^ly b^re 
" his ineal, whether dimmer or (upper j that it 
<f might, dpy the body le^. His receipt for tfaa 
*' goMt, Vihv:^^ fqnip^y »v(^ Wffi paf<^ within 
^* two hours, is ftt down in the end of the Natural 
«i|iftory.'' Vol. III. p. 23 J. 
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whole foticty held a Citizen, whofe 
genius, did them honour, .add whofc 
writings will inftruft their lateft pofte- 
rity. " . 

One paflage in his will is remarkable: 
After bequeathing his foul and body in 
the ufual form, he adds, " my name 
" and memory I leave to foreign nations i 
Baamia- " ^^^ ^^ mitic own countrymcn, after 
ita. p.203. <« fonac time be paflcd over." As to the 
former^ he was, even in his lifc-tiiiic, 
looked upon with admiration by the 
moft eminent men that France ^nA Italy 
could then boaft of: and by fome of 
them vifited, as One whofe talents Wfcrc 
an ornament, not only to his agt, but 
to human nature it felifl tvlien the 
roitaire, Marquifs ^'Effiat brought into Eng- 
fcs^An-""^^^^^ the Princefs Henrietta- Maria, 
giois, p. wife to Charles the Firft, he paid a vifit 
to my Lord Bacons who, being then 
iickinbed, received him with the cur- 
tains drawn. "You refcmble the Ani 
^' gcls^ faid that iiiiniftcr to hirti: w« 

" hear 
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'^ hear thofc bcii^gs oDntinually talked 
*^ of, wc believe them fupcrior to man- 
^^ kind, and we never have the confola- 
" tion to fee them^" Among his coun- 
trymen, the names, alone, of thofewho 
have adopted his notions, and proceeded 
on his plan, are his higheft encomium. 
To pafsover a long line of philofophers^ 
all illuftrious 5 he reckons in the lift of 
his followers a Boyle^ a Locke^ a New^ 
/^»himfelf. 



O N^ Angularity there was in his tcm- ^h"^ 
perarfient, not eafily to be accounted ^J^^. 
for : in every eclipfe of the moon, whe- 
ther he obferved itor nof, he was cer- 
tainly feized with a fudden fit of faint- 
ing; which left him, without any re- 
maining weakncfs, as foon as the eclipfe 
ended He was of a middling ftature 5 ^vidyn ©c 
his forehead fpacious and open, early p/340^' 
impreffed with the marks of age > his eye 
lively and penetrating; his whole ap- 
pearance venerably pleaftng : fo that the 
beholder was infenfibly drawn to love, 
/ before 
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bcfooc h6 knew how much rea(bn ^re 
Wis ta admire him. In this refpcft, we 
aaay ^lytomy Lord j^jirm what Ta- 
citus fiftcly c^fbrvcs of hisftthcp-in-law, 
^griMla: a good man yoo would readi- 
ly liavtt judged him to bo^ and have been 
p|f»(ed to^ find him a great man. 

T H QS i: ttilents that conunonly appoai^ 
Angle iopthers^ and they too men of re- 
putation^ (hone forth in him muted and 
eminent. All his cotemporaries, even 
thoff w[)Q hated the Courtier, (tand up 
. Vid b(»| witqe^ together to the ibperio^ 
abilities! {^ the Writer and Pleader, of 

Qshorn'% 

advice to ^^ ptUioi(i>pH«f and CompaoioiL In 

• ^ 4;onvcc^tipn, h« <x>\|i4 {jOuine the txudSt 

<Ufe(ing (^g^r^ and i^eakthe lao^ 

S^Wfi? Bn?p«r le ^arfu with a facility 
chat w^ p^rff^y oatQfal; or the dene^. 
(til y 9f th^ t^ti^ cc«i<Sf»kr4 every apfcarr 
ancp i^an i a h^y vct&tiUiy of geni^n^ 
Vl^ck^ al^ in«n wiO) to wxivo at, and pant 
qiVV(>» ppqeiaaa^g^ atttfttntopoH 
fei^ ]U) imblis> be coiomttuledtbsar^ 

tentioo 
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tentiion of tus hearers,, and had their af" 
foStions wholly in his power. As he 
accompanied what he ipoke with all the 
expre0iontodgr^eof adion, his plead' 
vagSf that are now perhaps read without 
emotion,' nev'cr failed to awaken in his 
Audience the jfeveral pailions he intend* 
«d they flioiild fed. This is not a pic- 
ttirc of him drii\m from fency : it is co- 
pied, iandthat too: but in miniature, af- 
ter another taken by One who knew ^ ,?>*»', 
him well J a good judge of iticrit, andS^^ ** 
Tcldom known to err, at leaft in heigh-'^*'^*'" 
<cning a feyourable likcnefs. As a phi- 
lofopher> it is fcarCe hyperbolical to fay 
pf him> in Mr. Addifori^ wotds, that 
he had the found, diftind, comprehen- 
fiyc knowledge otArifiotlcy with, all 
the beautiful lights, grafces, and etobo-. 
lifhments oi Cicero. To this commen- 
tlation of his talents, the L^ned through^ 
out Europt have giyeii their common 
fan^Uon; and own him fbr the fether of 
^c only valuable philofophy, that «rf" 
£iit and obfervation. 
~ K It 
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I T remains then to confider him, more 
]^articularly than we have hitherto done 
in this moft known and confpicuoos 
part of his charafter $ where his merit i» 
unqueftionably great and enditiy his 
own. For, to the writings of die an* 
tients he was not, he could not, be ci> 
tiged« They tud either miftaken the 
right road to natural knowledge: or if 
iUiy of them ftruck into it by dunce, 
finding the way difficult, obfcure, and 
tedious, they foon abandoned it for ever « 
He owed to himlclf alone, to a certain 
intelleftual (agacity, that beam of mie 
difcernment which (hewed him at once, 
and as it were by intuition, what the 
molk painful enquirers, for niore than 
twenty ages backward, had fearched af- 
ter in vain. And here let me obferve 
towards him the fame impartiality I have 
iiitherto aimed at: and, in order to know 
what he really did as*a philofopher, place 
before the reader a (hort view of tlie fhte 
of learning iff Europe^ from the dark pe- 
riod of Gothiciftn down tp the itxteentk 

century* 
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tcntury. But Ifet liit at the fame time 
acknowledge, that this accdunt will be 
bnly a rude and imperfeft sketch 5 confift* 
ingof a few detached particulars, with- 
out much ordier or method. 

AjLt ko the great era 6f igftdranc« 
has been fixed, juftly enough, to thofe 
times when the northern Nations, like 
ia mighty inundation, overfpread tht 
face of Europe^ yet it isndlefs certain 
that barbarifin and corruption were en* 
itered into arts and fcienccs ere the S^ 
Vages had niide any impreffion on the 
Roman Empire. Under them indcedi 
that darknefs which had been long grov^« 
ing on the world, and gradually cxtin* 
jguifhing every light of knowledge, foon 
became total, and threatened to be per<« 
petuaL In the eighth century, we find 
that the higheft ambition of the Clergy 
was to vie with one another in chanting 
the puljlic fervice. Which yet they hard- 
ly underftood. This important emu- 
iidoii tun fo highbet^irccn the LAtkk 
" K I an* 
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and French pricfthood, that Charle- 
jl^Jnh ^^£^^y who was then at Rome^ found 
Laumii. it ncccflaiy to intcrpofc, and decide the 
pfa.^' Controvcrfy in petfon. The Monk> 
who relates this affair with a moft dr- 
cumftantial exaftnefs, adds that the Em- 
peror entreated Pope Adrian to procure 
him certain perfons, who might teach 
his fubjeas the firft principles of gram- 
mar and arithmetic 5 arts that were then 
utterly unknown in his dominions. This 
warlike Monarch, tho his own educa- 
tion had been fo far neglefted that he 
had never learned to write, difcovered, 
by his natural good fenfe, the value of 
knowledge, and fet himfelf to be its 
promoter and patron. He even allowed 
^ public fdiool to be opened in the im- 
perial palace, under the dircftionof out 
femous countryman -^/f«/»i on whom 
he chiefly relied for introducing into 
France (ovat^ tinftiirc of that philofophy 
which was ftill remaining in Britain. 
But how flow and ineffeftual thepio- 
grcfi of any learning muft have becn>- we 

may 
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may gucfs from an cdid of the Council 
of ChallonSy in the next century 5 which 81 3. 
f^arneftly exhorts all monaftcries to be 
careful in having thek manuals of dcvo- , 
tion correftly tranfcribcd: left, whilQp. 3. 
they pioiifly mean to ask of God one 
thing, fome inaccurate manufcript may 
betray them into praying for the quita 
contrary. 

As to Britain, if learning had fliill 
fome footing there in the eighth century, 
it was fo totally exterminated from thence 
in the ninth 5 that, throughout the whole Hift.^ran- 
kingdom of the fVeft-Saxons^ no man^^ ''^^ 
could be found who was fcholar enough P- 'i- 
to inftruft our King Alfred, then a 
child, even in the flrft elements of read- 
ing : fo that he was in his twelfth year 
before he could name the letters of the 
alphabet. When that renowned Prinoc 
afcended the throne, he made it his ftud^f^ 
to draw his people out of the floth and 
ilupidity in which they lay : and became, 
as much by his own example, as by the 
K 3 encourage- 
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encouragement he gave to learned men^ 
the great reftorer of arts in his dominions^ 
And here we ar? called upon to obftrvej^ 
that as France had been formerly obliged . 
toEngland in the perfon oiAlcuin^ who 
planted the {cience$ there under Charle^ 
S79. magne: our Ifland now received th^ 
fame friendly afliftance from thence by' 
Grimbaldy whom King Alfred had in- 
vited hither, and made Chancellor of 
Oxford. Such Events as theft arc too. 
confiderablc, in the literary hiftory of 
^he ninth age, to be paifed over unobK 
ferved. The rife of a noted grammarian,^ 
the voyage of an applauded dpdor, arc 
recorded, by the chroniclers of that cen- 
tury, with the fame reverence that o^ 
antient wr^er would mention the ap-, 
pearance of a Lycurgus^ or a Timoleony 
- of a law-giver who new-models a fiate, 
or a hero who relcues a whole people 
from flavcry. 

BiiT theic fair appearances were of 
fhort duration. A nigt^ of thicker dark; 
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nets quickly ovcrfpread the intellcflual 
world : and in the morale followed a 
revorution ftill more deplorable. To 
common fenfe and piety^ fucceeded 
dreams and fables, vifionary legends an4 
ridiculous penances. The Clergy, now 
utter Grangers to all good learning, in" 
jdead of guiding a rude and vitious Laity 
by the precepts of the gofpel, which 
%ey no longer read s amufed them with 
forged miracles, or overawed them by - 
the ghoftly terrors of demons, fpcdres 
and chimeras. This was more eafy, and 
more profitable too^ than the painful ex* 
simple of a virtuous life. The profound 
depravity that was fpre^d thro all condi* 
tionsof men,, ecclefiafticandfecular, ap- 
pears in nothing more plain than in the 
rcafons aifigned for calling feveral coun* 
cils about this time. In one, new ca^ 
nons were to \k m^de> forbidding adul* 
|cry, inceft; and the pra^lige of pagan 
fuperftitions: asifthefe things had not 
till then been accounted criminal. Inift^Y* 
Viother^ it was found ncccflarytadcclare,,^^P^"^ 
K it tbai; * ' 
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that a number of Angels wotihiped uni- 
vcrfally under certain names were ailto- 
gcther unknown: and that the chordi 
could not warrant the particular invoca- 
tion of more than three. Another, which 
the Emprcfs Irene had iRimmoned for 
the refonn^tion of dUcipIine^ ordained^ 
that no Prelate (hould thenceforth con- 
vert his epifcopal palace into a common 
inns nor, in confideration only of any 
ifum of money given him by one man^ 
curife and excommunicate another. A 
ifourth' and fifth cenfure the indecency 
of avowed concubinage : and enjoin that 
!Fryars and Nuns flhbuld no longer con- 
verfe or live promiicuoufly in the fame 
convent. ' * ' 

The Scco^Rome^ which fhould have 
been a pattern to the reft, was of all 
chriftian churches the moft licentious *y 

• ■' r ■ and 

f The book entitled. The. tax of the Jganuin 
Chancery, publiflied firft at Rme^ in ths yeajr 
1514, fUrnifhes us with a flagrant inftance of thb 
in the following pafTage, which I chufe not to 
tranilate. '< Abfolutio a lapfu carnia fuper qua>^ 

c^cunque 
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and the pontifical dasir ofteQ filled with 
men^' who^ inftcad of adorniog their fa* 
cred charadcr^ made human nature it 
ielf deteftable : a truth by many catholic 
writers acknowledged and lamented. 
Several Popes were, by their fucceflrorsldcni,L7.: 
excommunicated, their afts abrog^ed^ 
and the ^craments adminiftred by them 
jpronounced inyalid. No le(s than Gx 
Were expelled by others who ufurped 
their feats two were ^aflinated: and 
the infamous Thepdord^ infamous even 

in 

*^ Gunque zQcm libidjnolb commiflb per CUricum^ 
^' etiam cum mmiali£usy intra et extra fepta mo- 
^ naftef ii ; aut cum cohjar^uineis ycl affinibus, aut 
^' iilid fplrituali, aut quibufdam aliis,* five ab unci* 
*' quoque de per fe, five fimul ab omnibus ab- 
^* folutio petatur cum difpenfatiom zi ordines et 
^' bmeficia^ cum inhibitione tur. 36, due, 3. Si 
*' vero cum llfis. petatur ahfoluiio etiam a ' criniinc 
^^ QommiSo contra naturam^' vtXosxm hriaisi tiim 
5^ di^jpeniatione, uC fiipra, et cum inhibitione tur. 
^^ 90, due. j i, car. 1 6. Si v^ro petatur tantum ib- 
^<.£)lutioa cvitria&amtraMaturam^ "itl aHimJmU' 
^^ tisy cumdifpeilfatlonectiAhibitione, turpii/^^ 
^ due. 9. Abfolutio pro MomaU que fe peVmiiit 
f^' plkriis cG^nofci intra et extm iepta monafiecii^ 
<^ cum rehabifiiati zi dignitatis illius ordinij^, etis^m 
<« abbatialem J tnton. 36, due, 9.** lii the Edition 
of BmsTk-duc^ tbsre is ^^ Abfolutio pro /^ qui intir- 
^^ ficit patrem, matrem, fororem, uxorem . ..•,• 
*• & S» vd 7/; Vide Bajky art. Bamk. 
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in that age, by her credit in the holy 
city obtained the trij^c crown for the 
moft avowed of her gallants} whoaf* 
fumed the name cSJohn the Tenth. An-^ 
JdmXl. other of the fame name was called to 
govern the Chriftian world at the age of 
twenty ones a baftard ion of Pope Ser^ 
gius who died eighteen years before. If 
fuch were the men who arrogated to 
thefhfelves titles and attributes peculkr 
to the Deity, can wt wonder at the 
greateft enormities among Lay^men^ 
Their ftupidity kept pace with the diflb^ 
lution of their manners, which was ex-> 
txeme: they ftill prcfcrved, for the very 
clergy we have been (peaking of, a reve-» 
rcnce they no longer had. for their God, 
The moft abandoned among them, mi£ 
creants, familiar with crimes that hi^ 
manity ftartlcs at, would yet, at the ha*- 
zard of their lives, defend the immuni- 
ties of a church, a confcqrated utenfll, 
or a donation made to a convent. la 
fuch times as thofe, it were in vain to 
look for ttfeful learning and philofophy^ 



^ 
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}Hot only thp light of fciencey bur of 
reafon, fcems to have bc^ i^^-nigh 
^ingu^hedt 

It was pot till late, after the &ck of An.1^49}. 
C^nfiantinople by the Turh, that th^ 
writings oiAriJiptle began to be univer- 
(ally known, and ftudie4- They were 
then, by certain fogitivc Greeks^ who 
jiad efcaped the fury of the Ottoman 
Arms, broiught a^way and difperfed thro 
the Wefterfi patts of Europe. Some 
particular tr^atifes of his^ itistrue^ had 
been long made public : but chiefly in 
trandations from thf ArabiCy done by 
men who, far from rendering faithfully 
tl^e Authors fcnfe, lordly und^rftood 
his language. Thefe however gave birth 
to the Scholaftic Philofophy j that mot- 
Jley offspring of error and ingenuity : and 
to fpeak freely, the features of both pa- 
rents were all along equally blended in 
^he complexion of the daughter. To 
trace at length the rife, prpgrefs, and 
variations of this philofophy, would be 
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an undertaking not only curious but in* 
ftrudives as it would unfold to us all the 
mazes in which the force, the fubtlety, 
the extravagance df hunian wit can lofe 
^ ^ thcmfelves : till not only profane learn- 
ing but divinity itfelfwasatlaft, by the 
refined frenzy of thofe who taught both, 
i^bttlized into mere notion and air. 

The Ik philofophy was neither that 
tHAriJiotle entirely, nor altogether dif- 
fering from his. Whatever opinions the 
firft founders of it had been able to draw, 
from Boetius his Latin commentator, 
or from the wretched tranflaticms above^ 
mentioned, thcfe they methodized and 
illuftratcd, each according to his feveral- 
talent, and the genius of the age he lived 
in. But this, inftead of producing one 
regular and confident body of fcience, 
even from wrong principles, ended in a 
monftcr, made up of parts every where 
mifliapen and diUimilar^ Add to this, 
that they Ipft natural knowledge wholly 
uncultivated 5 to hunt after occult quar 

litics. 
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iities, abftrad notions, and qucftions of 
impertinent curiofity: By which they 
rendered the vety Logic, their labours 
chiefly turned upon^ intricate^ ufelefs^ 
unintelligible. ; 

Alstedius, in his chronology of 
the Schoolmen, has divided their hiftory 
into three principal periods or fuccet 
fions : the firft beginning with Lanfranc^ An. 1050. 
Archbiriibp of Canter bury y who flourilh- ^~'^^'~*'^ 
ed about the middle of the eleventh cen- 
tuJry 5 and ending with Albert the Great ^^;J^^ 
two ages later: the fecond, that com- 
mences from him, determining in ©«- 
randh as the third and lafl ended in Lu- 
ther^ at the reformation. Morhoff^ how-polyhiftor; 
ever, ftrenuoufly contends, that Ruce-^^^: ^£- 
Isnus an EngUJbman, \traB properly the 
fither of the Schoolmen : and that to him 
the fed of the Nominalifts owed its rife 
and credit. He adds, that it revived af- 
terwards in the perfon of Occam, another 
of our countrymen, and the perpetual 
aatagonift of Duns Scatus^ who had 

declared 
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dedirtd for the Realifts, and was rec- 
koned their ableft champion. The learn- 
ed reader needs not be told> that thi 
Scholaflic Dodoirs "Were all dilHngaifhfcd 
into thefe two St(ksi formidable party- 
names, ixrhich are now as little known 
or mentioned as the controverfies tha£ 
bnce occafioned them^ It is fufficient 
to fay, that, like all other parties, they 
hated each other heartily ^ treated each 
other as heretics in logic : and that thei j 
difputes were often fharp and bloody ^ 
ending not only in the metaphdrical de^ 
ftrudion of common fenfeand language^ 
but in the real mutilation and death of 
the combatants. For, to the di/grace 
of human teafon, mankind in all their 
tontroverfies, whether about a notion 
Or a thing, a predicament or a ptovincci 
have made their laft appeal td brute force 
and violence. The titles ♦ With which 
thefe Leaders were honoured by theiif 
followers, on account of the fublime 

teveries ' 

* The profound, the fubtikf • the marvebusi 
the indefatigable, the irrefraeable9 the angelit^ the 
feraphic, the fountain of iiS^ lig|it of tm wodd^ 
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reveries they taught, arc at once mag- 
nificent and abfurd: and prove rather 
the fuperlative Ignorance of thofe times 
than any tranfcendent merit in the men 
to whom they were applied. Trom this 
tenfurc we ought neverthciefs to except 
One, who was a j)rodigy of knowledge 
for the age he lived in, andisacknow^ 
ledged as fuch by the age to which I aiti 
writing. I mean the renowned Ffyat 
Bacon, who (hone forth fingly thro the 
profound darknefs of thofe times $ btit 
rather dazzled than enlightened the 
Weaker eyes of his cotemporaries* As 
if the name of Bacon were aufpicious to 
phUofbphy, tliisMan, not only without 
afliftance or encouragement, butinfulted 
and perfecuted, by the unconquerable 
force of his genius penetrated far into 
the myfteries of nature: and made fo 
many new difcoveries in Aftronomy and 
Perfpedive, in Mechanics and Chimin 
ftry, that the moft fober writers. evca 
noweannot mention them without fomc 
macks of cmotioa and wonder. It is 

Dr. 
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Dr. Fr/^xi^s obfcrvation^ that he was al- 
snoft the only Aftronomer of his age: 
^d the reformation of the Caleodar, by 
him attempted and in a manner perfed:- 
cd, is a noble proof oJFhi^ skill in that 
fcicnce, The conftradlion of fped:acles, 
4Df telcfcopes^ of all forts of glailes that 
magnify or diminifh obje&s^ the com- 
pofttion of gunpowder (which Bart hoi- 
dus Swart s^ is thought to have firfl hit 
iipon almoft a century later) ^e fome 
of th^ many inventions with, juftice z£- 
<:ribcd to him. For all which^ he was 
in his lUFe^time calumniated^ imprifoned> 
opprefledi and after his death wounded 
in his good name^ as a magician Who 
had dealt in arts, infettial atid Abominable. 
He tells us, that there were but four 
perfons then in Eur opt who had made 
any progress in the Mathematics 5 and 
in Chimiftryyct fewer: that thofe who 
undertook to tranflate Ariftotle w^ 
every way unequal to the tasJci ancl that 
his writings^ which, rightly und|cxfiood> 
i?^rm confidercd as the fountain .of all 

kiibMedge; 
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knowledge^ had been lately condemned 
and burned, in a fynod held at Taris. 

The works of that celebrated Antient 
have, in truth, more cxercifed the hatred 
and admiration of mankind than thofe 
of all the other philofc^hers together. 
Launoy enumerates no lefs than thirty- ^*^;<Jc 
feven Fathers^ of the Church who have Arift. for- 
ftigmatized his name, and endeavoured J?,*'^^"^' 
to reprobate his dodrines, Morhoff has Poiyhiftot. 
reckoned up a ftill greater number of his^®"*'^^' 
commentators, who were at the fame 
time implicitely his difcipies: and yet 
both thefe authors are far from having 
given a complete liA either of his friends 
of enemies. In his life-time he was fu- 
ipe£^ed of irreligion, and, by the Pagan 
prieflhood, marked out for deftrudion: 
the fucceffors of thofe very men were 
his partizans and admirers. His works 
met with much the fame treatment from 
the Chriftian clergy: fometimes pro^ 
Icribed for heretical 5 fometimes trium- 
phant and acknowledged the great bul. 
L wark 
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wark of Orthodoxy. Launoy has wrif- 
ten a particular treatife on the fubjeft; 
and mentioned eight different revolu- 
tions in the fortune and reputation of 
^jirijidtles philofophy. To pafs over 
tlie intermediate changes, I will >uft men- 
tion two, that make a full and ridicu- 
lous contraftrf In the above-mentioned 
Council held at Tarts about the year 
iauHoius, i^op, the Bifliops there cenfured his 
ubifupra. writings, without difcriminaf ion, as the 
peftilent fources of error and herefy; 
condemned them to the flames, and 
comiiianded all perfons^ on pain of ex^ 
communication, not to read, tranfcribe^ 
or keep any copies of them. They went 
farther, and delivered over to the fecular 
arm no lefs than ten perfons; who were 
burned alive, for certain tenets^ drawn^ 
as thofe learned prelates had heard, from 
the pernicious book^ in queflion. Thoie 
very books^ in the fixteenth century^ 
were not only read with impunity, but 
every where taught with applaufe : and 
whoever difputed their orthodoxy, I had 

almoft 
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*lmoft (aid their infallibility, was perfc- 
cuted as an infidel and mi(creant. Of 
this the fophiftcr Ramus is a memorable 
inftancc. Certain animadverfions of his 
on the peripatetic philofophy occafioned 
a general commotion in the learned 
Vorld. The univerfity of Taris took 
the alarm hotly, and crycd out againft 
this attempt as dcftruftive of all good 
learning, and of fatal tendency to reli- 
gion itfelf. The affair was brought be- 
fore the parliament : and appeared of fo 
much confequence td Francis the Firil, 2;^^^^// 
that he would needs take it under histom, IV* 
own immediate cognizance. The edi<a! ' 
is ftill extant, which declares Ramus in-^ 
folcnt, impudent, and a lyar. His books loth of 
are thereby for ever condemned, fupref- ^\ ^^^ 
fed, abolifhed: and, what is a flraincf* 
unexampled feverity, the miferable Au- 
thor is folcmnly interdidcd from tran- 
fcribing, even from reading, his owtt 
(lompofitions [ 

1% Wfi 
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We might from hence be led to ima- 
ginc, that when the authority of an aa- 
tient philofopher was held fo facred, phi*- 
lofophy itfelf muft have been thorough- 
ly underftood, and cultivated with un- 
common fuccefs. But the attachment>of 
thofe Dodors was to a name, not to 
truth, or valuable fcience : and our Au* 
thor very juftly compares them to the 
bacon\ ^iy^^P^c Wreftlers, who abftained from 
Apo- neceflary labours, that they might be 
t cgms. g^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ Under their 

management, it was a philofophy of 
words and notions, that Teemed toexr 
elude the ftudy of nature; that inftead of 
enquiring into the properties of bodies^ 
into the laws of motion by \vhich all 
etfcds are produced, was converfant on- 
ly in logical definitions, diftindions, and 
abftradions, utterly barren and unpro* 
duftive of any advantage to mankind. 
The great aim of thofe folemn triflers 
was rather to perplex a difpute than to 
clear up any point of ufeful difquiiitionj 
to triumph over an enemy, than to en- 
large 
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large the knowledge, or better the mo- 
rals of their followers. So that this cap- 
tious philofbphy was a real obfiadc to all 
advances in found learning, human and 
divine. After it had been adopted into 
the chriftian theology, far from being of 
ufe to explain and afcertain myfterics, it 
ferved only to darken and render doubtful 
the moft ncccffary truths 5 by the chica- 
nery of argumentation with which it 
luppliedeach fed, in defence of their 
peculiar and favourite illufions. To To 
extravagant a height did they carry their 
idolatry of Arijiotle^ that fome of them 
difcovered, or imagined they difcovercd 
in his writings, the doftrine of the Tri- 
nity J that others publiflied formal difltr- 
tations to prove the certainty of his fal- 
vation, tho a heathen: and that a Pa- 
triarch of Venice is faid to have called 
up the Devil cxprefsly, in order to learn 
from him the meaning of a hard word 
in Arijiotles phyfics. But the crnfty/fyf. "rt. 
Demon, who perhaps did nptunderftand 
it himfelf, anfwered in a voice fo low 
L 3 and 
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and inarticulate, that the good Prelate 
knew not a word he (aid. This was 
the famous Hermolaus Barhato. The 
Greek word, that occafioned his taking 
fo extraordinary a ftep is the Entelechia 
of the Peripatetics : from whence the 
fchoolmen raifed their fubftantial forms; 
and which heibnitz^ towards the end 
of the laft century, attempted to revivQ 
in his Theory of motion. 

The Reformation it felf, thatdifFufe4 
a new light over Europe^ that fet men 
ypon enquiring into errors and prepof- 
feilions of every kind, fervcd only to 
confirm the dominion of thisphilofophy ; 
proteftants as well as papids entren(;hing 
themfelvcs behind the authority of Art- 
ftotle^ and defending their fevcral tenets 
by the weapons with which he furnifhed 
f hem. This unnatural alliance, of thecv 
logy with the peripatetic dodrincs, ren- 
dered his opinions not only venerable 
t)ut facred: they were reckoned as the 
i^nd-jms^rks pf both faith and reafon^ 

whicS 
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which to pull up or remove would be 
daring and impious. Innovations in 
philofophy, it was imagined, would gra-- 
dually fap the very foundations of reli- 
gion, andinthecnd lead to downright 
athcifm. If that veil of awful obfcurity, 
which then covered the face of nature, 
fliould be once drawn 5 the rafh curiofity 
of mankind would lead them to account 
for all appearances in the vifible world, 
by fecond caufes, by the powers of mat- 
ter and mechanifm : and thus they mighS 
come infenfibly to forget or negled the 
great original caufe of all. This kind of 
rcafoning convinced the multitude, over- 
awed the wifer few, and effedually put 
a ftop to the progrefs of ufeful knpw^ 
ledge. 

Such, in general, were thedifpofj- 
tions pf mai^ind when Sir Francis Ba- 
con came into the world : whom we will 
not confider as the founder of a new fed, 
bpt as the great aiTcrtpr of human liberr 
ty 5 as one who rcfcucd rcafon and truth 
L f from 
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from the flavcry in which ail fcCts alike 
had, till then, held them. As a plaufi- 
ble hypothcfis, a ftiining theory, are 
more amufing to the imaginiation,, and a 
(hotter way to fame, than the patient 
and humble method of experimenting, 
of purfuing nature thro all her labyrinths 
by fad and obfervation ; a {^lofbphy, 
built on this principle, could nor, at 
firft, make any fuddcn or general revo- 
lution in the learned world. But its pro- 
grcfs, like that of time, quiet, flow and 
fure, has in the end been mighty and 
univcrfal. He was not however the firft 
among the moderns who ventured to 
diOcntfrom jirifiorle. " Ramus, Tatri- 
dus, Bruno, Sever inusy to name ho 
more, had already attacked the autho* 
rityofthat tyrant in learning, who had 
long reigned as abfolutely over the opi- 
nions, as his reftlefs J>upf/ had of old af* 
feded to do over the pcrfons of men* 
iBut thcfe writers invented little that was 
valuable themfclvcs, however juftly they 
inight reprehend many things in him. 

^ " And 
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And as to die real improvements made 
m fome parts of natural knowledge, be- 
fore our author appeared, by Gilbert^ 
Harnjeyy CofernicuSy Father Taul^ and 
fome few others, they are well known, 
and have been defervedly celebrated. 
Yet there was ftill wanting one great and 
comprehenfive plan, that might embrace 
the almoft infinite varieties of fcience, 
and guide our enquiries aright in all. 
This Sir Francis Bacon firft conceived, 
in its utmoft extent; to his own laftini; 
honour, and to the general utility of 
mankind. If we (land furprized at the 
happy imaginatjlon of fuch a (yftem, our 
furprize redoubles upon us when we re- 
ified, that he invented and methodized 
this fyftem, perfefted fo much, and 
sketched out fo much more of it, amidft 
the drudgery of bufinefs and the civil 
tumults of a court. Nature feems to 
have intended him peculiarly for this 
province, by beftowing on him with a 
liberal hand all the qualities requiHte : a 
fancy voluble and prompt to difcovcr - 

the 
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the iimilitudes of things; a ludgtnent 
fieady and intent to note their fubtleit 
differences 9 a love of meditation and en- 
quiry $ a patiencQ in doubting } a flow^ 
ncfs and diiGdence in affirming; a faci^ 
lity of retracing; a judicious anxiety to 
plan and difpofe* A mind of fucha caft, 
that neither affeded novelty, nor ido- 
lized antiquity, that w^s an enemy to 
all impofhijrc, oiufl have liad a certain 
Baeon, congcniality and relation to trath« ThefQ 
P.V64, charaftcrs, which, with a noble confi- 
^y dence, he has applyed to himfclf, arc 
obvious and eminent in his Inilauratioa 
of the Sciences : a work by him dc/ign- 
cd, not as a monument to his own fame^^ 
but a perpetual legacy to th? coipmoix 
benefit of others. He has divided the 
whole of it into fix capital parts : with a. 
fhort account of which we fhall clof^ 
this imperfect relation of his life anci 
writings. 



Deaug- I. The firfl part of this. Inflaurar 

mentis fci 
cntiarum. 



mentis fa- ^. ^^ propofcs a gcpQtal futycy of human 



kaQw^ 



CHANCELLOR BACON. iff 

knowledge : and this he executed in that 
admirable treatife entitled. The Advance- 
ment of Learning. As he intended to 
taife a new and lading ftrufturc of phi- 
lofophy, founded not in arbitrary opi- 
nions or fpedous conjefturcs, but in 
truth and experience j it was abfolutely 
neccflary to his defign, firft to review ac- 
curately the ftatc of learning as it then 
fltood, thro all its provinces and divi- 
iions. To do this effeftually, required, 
with an uncommon meafure of know^ 
ledge, a difcernment not only cxquifitc 
but univerfal: the whole intellcdual 
world was fubjeded to its examination 
and cenfure. That he might not lofc 
himfclf on a fubjeft fo vaft and of fuch 
variety 5 he has, according to the three 
faculties of the foul, meniory, fancy, 
underftanding, ranged the numerous 
train of arts under three great claflcs, 
hiftory, poetry, philofophy. Thefemay 
be confidered as the principal trunks from 
which (hoot forth, in prodigious diver- 
ilty, the leflcr parts ai\d branches of 

fcicnce. 
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fdence. Whatever is deficient, crro* 
neous, or ftill wanting in each, he has 
pointed out at large: togedicr with the 
propereft means for amending the defers 
for reftifying the errors, and for fiipply- 
ing the omiflions in all. Upon the 
whole, he was not only well acquainted 
with every thing that had been difcovcr- 
cd in books before his time, and able to 
pronounce critically on thole diicoveries : 
he faw clearly, and at the end of this 
treatife has marked out in one general 
chart, the feveral trads of fcience that 
lay ftill negleded or unknown. And to 
fay truth, fomeof the mod valuable im* 
. provements iince made have grown out 
of the hints and notices fcattered thro 
this work: from which the moderns 
have felefted, each according to his £in- 
cy, one or more plants to cultivate and 
bring to perfedion. 

Novum 2. The defign of the Novum Orga- 

Organon. ^^^^ which ftands as the fecond part to 

his Inftauration, and may be reckoned 

the 
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the niofl confiderable, was toraifeand 
enlarge the powers of the mind, by a 
more ufcfUl application of its jreaibning 
iaculty to all the different objects that 
philofophy confidcrs. In this place, 
dor Author offers to the world a new and 
better Logics calculated hot to fuf^ly 
arguments for controvcrfy, but arts for 
the ufe of mankind : not to triumph 
over an enemy by the fophiftry of difpu- 
tation, but to fubdue nature it fclf by 
experiment and enquiry. As it differs 
from the vulgtf Logic in its aim, it varies 
no lefs from that captious art in the form 
ofdemonftrating: for it generally rcjeds 
fylhgifm^ as an inftrument rather hurt- 
ful than ferviceable to the invefligation 
of nature, and ufes in its dead a fevere 
and genuine induSiion. Not the trivial 
method of the fchools, that, proceeding 
on a fimple and fuperfk;ial enumeration, 
pronounces at once from a fewparticu. 
lars, expofed to the danger of contra- 
didory inflances; but zci indu^ionihsLt 
examines fcrupuloufly the experiment ii^ 

queflion, 
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qucftion, views it in ail poilible lights^ 
rcjcds and excludes wiiatcver does not 
ncceflarily belong to tiie fubjed; tiicn, 
dnd not till then^ concluding from the 
affirmatives left. A croud of inftanccs 
might be brought to (hew how greatly 
this method of enquiry has profpered in 
the hands of the modems 5 and how 
fruitful it has been of new difcoveries, 
unknown and unimagined by antiquity. 
But I will only mention one that may 
ftand in place of many 5 the Optics of 
our immortal Newton: whcre^ in a va- 
riety of experiments, he has analyzed 
the nature and properties of light itfclf> 
of the moft fubtile of all bodies, with an 
accuracy, aprecifion, that could hardly 
have been expeded from examining the 
groflcft and moft palpable. Fromwhence^ 
by the method of InduBiony he has raifl 
cd the nobleft theory that any age or 
country can (hew. 

Miacno- J. I T has been the fate of almoft eve- 
^''"^■^y confiderablcfchcmcfor the good of 

man- 
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mankind to be treated, at firft, as vifio- 
nary, dr imprafticable, merely for be- 
ing new* This our Author forcfaw^ 
and endeavoured to obviate, in the third 
part of his Inftauration; by furniihing 
materials himfelf towards a natural and 
experimental hiftory: a work which he 
thought fo indifpenfably tieceflary, that 
Without it the united endeavouts of all 
mankind. In all ages^ would bt infuffi- 
cient to rear and perfect the great ftruc- 
ture of the fcicnces. He was aware top, 
that even men of freer and more exten- 
five notions, who relifhed his new Lo* 
gic, might be deterred from reducing it 
to praftice, by the difficulties they would 
meet with in experimenting, according 
to the rules by him prefcribed. He there* 
fore led the way to other enquirers, in 
his Sylva Sylvarum^ or hiftory of na^ 
ture : which, however impcrfcd in ma- 
ny refpefts, ought to be looked upon 
as extenfive and valuable for that age, 
when the whole work was to be begun* 
This coUe^ion, which did not appear, 

till 
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till after his death, has been generally 
coniidered as detached from, and inde- 
pendent on his general plan : and there- 
fore his deiign in making and recording 
thefc experiments has not been duly at- 
tended to by the reader. They are a 
common repofitory or ftore-houfe of 
materials, not arranged for ornament 
and {how, but thrown loofely together 
for the fcrvicc of the philofophcr: who 
may from thence feled fuch as fit his pre- 
fentpurpofes and with them, by the aid 
of that Organ or Engine already defcrib- 
cd, build up fomc part of an axiomatical 
philofophy, which is the crown and com- 
pletion of this fyftem. The phenomena 
of the univerfe he ranges under three 
principal divifionsj the hiftory of gene- 
Voi. il. rations or the produftion of all ipedes 
^' '• according to the common laws of na- 
ture 5 that of preter-generations or of 
births deviating from the flated rule 5 and 
thirdly, the hiftory of nature as confined 
or aflifted, changed or tortured by the 
art of man : Which laft difdofes to us a 

new 
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new face of things, and as it were ano^ 
ther world of appearances. The ufe of 
fach a hiftory he reckons two-fold: either 
the knowledge of qualities in themfelves ) 
or to ferve for the firft matter of a true 
and ufcful philofophy. With this view 
only did our Author make and gather 
together the mifcellaneous coUedlion I 
am fpeaking of. That many particular 
experiments have been found doubtful 
pr falfe cannot be wondered at: the 
whole was then a trad of icience uncul- 
tivated and defert. If feveral confidera^ 
ble men, treading in the path he (truck 
out for them, have gone farther and 
furveyed it more exactly than he did, yet 
to him is the honour of their difcovcrics 
in a manner due. It was Columbus alon& 
who imagined there might be a new 
world : and who had the noble boldnefs 
to go in fcarch of it, thro an ocean un- 
explored andimmenfe. He fuccceded 
in the attempt 5 and led his followers in- 
to a fpacious continent, rich and fruit- 
^1. If .fiicceeding adventurers have pene- 
M tratcd 
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tratcd farther than he into its fcvcral re- 
gions, marked out and diftinguiflied them 
with more accuracy; therefuitof thefc 
difcoverics has iefs extended their fame 
than it has raifed and enlarged his. 

Scalain- 4- AFTER thcfc preparations, no* 
tciicftus. jhing feems wanting but to enter at once 
on the laft and moft exalted kind of phi- 
lofophy: but the author judged, that, 
in an affair fo complicated and important, 
fome other things ought to precede, part- 
ly for inftrudion, and partly forprefent 
ufe. He therefore interpofeda fourth 
and fifth part : the former of which he 
named Scala IntelleBus^ or a feries of 
fteps by which the Underftanding might 
regularly afcend in its philofc5phical re- 
fearchcs. For this purpofe, hepropofed 
examples of enquiry and inveftigation, 
agreeable to his own method, in certain 
fubjeds; feleding fuch efpecially as arc 
of the nobleft order, and moft widely 
differing from one another 5 that inflances 
of every fort might not be wanting. 

The 
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The fourth part then was to contain a 
f)articular application and illuftration of 
the fecond. In this light we chufc to 
confidcf the fix mdnthly hiftories which 
he propofed to write on fix principal 
toplics in natural knowledge: namely, 
6f winds i of life and death 5 of rarefac- 
tion and condcrifation 5 of the three 
chymical principles, fait, fulphur, mer- 
tury; ofbodies heavy and light 5 offym- 
|)athy and antipathy. The firft three, 
in the order I have here placed them, he 
proTecuted at fdme length; and in i 
manner that Ihews with what a happy 
fagacity he cdiild apply his own rules tdf 
the interpretation of nature. Tltc wdh* 
der is, that other enquirers fince his 
time have done fo little towards perfeft- 
ing tht two firft mentioned, things of 
fo great concern to human fociety; and 
to every individual. As to the three 
laft, we have oiily a Ihort introdudion 
to each: death having prevented hint 
from writing any thing on the fubjefts 
th^itfclves. Such is our condition here : 
Ml whoever 
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whoever is capable of planning ufeftil 
and extenfive fchemes dies always too 
foon for mankind^ even in the moil ad* 
vanced age. 

Anridpa- f. Of the fifth part he has left no- 
lo? fecun- thing but the title and fcheme. It was 
^' indeed to be only a temporary firufture, 
raifed with fuch materials as he himfelf 
. had cither difcovered, or tryed, or un- 
proved; not according to the due form 
of genuine induSiion^ but by the &mc 
common ufe of the underftanding that 
others had employed. And this was 
to remain no longer than till he had 
raifed, 

Wiiiofo. 6. The iixth and fublimeft part of 
fiTiw' ^5 S^^^ Inftauration, to which all the 
aftiva. preceding are merely fubfcrvient : a phi- 
lofophy purely axiomatical and fcienti- 
fic5 flowing from that juft, cafligated^ 
genuine manner q/£ enquiry, which the 
author firft invented and applied. But 
this he dclpaircd of being able toaccom- 

EUOi: 
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plifli : and the Learned of all countries 
from his days have been only labouring 
fome feparate or lelTer parts of this amaz- 
ing edifice, which ages to come may not 
fee finiflied, according to the model left 
them by this one Man, 

Such, and fo unlimited were his 
views for the univerfal advancement of 
fcience; the noble aim to which he di- 
reded all his piiilofophic labours. What 
Cae/ar faid, in complement, to Tu/fy 
may, with ftrid juftice, be applied to 
him: that it was rpore glorious to have 
extended the limits of human wit, thaa 
to have enlarged the bounds of thei?a- 
tnan world. Sir Francis Bacon really 
didfo: a truth acknowledged not only 
by the greateft private names in Europe^ 
but by all the public focieties of its moft 
civilized nations., France^ Itafy^ Ger- 
many y Britain^ I may add even Ruffia^ 
have taken him for their leader, and 
fubmittcd to be governed by his inftitu- 
M 3 tions^ 
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tions. The empire he has ctjcfted in 
the learned world is as univerfal as the 
free life of reafon : and One muft con- 
tinue, till the Other is no more. 




ERRATA, 
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taey & Forma Mortis^. i8x 

Hijioria &inqui/itio prima de Sono 

ir Auditu^ & de Forma Soni, 

N & 
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& latente Trocejfu Soni; five 
Syha Soni & Auditus. p. 1 8 p 

Articuli QluAeftionum circa Mi- 

neralia. 203 

Inquifitio de Ms^nete. io8 

Francifcus Baconus LeHori. 217 

Filum Labyrinthi, five Inquifitio 

Legitima de Motu, 2 1 § 

Cogitationes de Natura Rerum. 
*De SeBione Corporum, continuo 
& vacuo. 212 

T>e Fluxu & Refluxu Maris. 2 34. 
Indicia vera de Interpretatione 

Naturae, 245 

'Defcriptio Globi intelkifualis. 288 
ThemaCoeli, 3I2 

^e Trincipiis atque Originiius 
fecundum F/dnilas Cupidinis ^ 
Coeli : five Parmcnidis & Tc- 
Icfii, & praecipue Democriti 
Thilofi)phiay traciata in Far 
bula. 315^ 

Scala IntelleBuSy five Filum La- 
byrinthi. ^uae eft Inftaurati- 
onis Magnae Tars If^. 342 

« 'Prodromus, 



LORD bacon's WklTlKCS. ij^ 

¥r0dromus. Jive Anticipdttonef 

Thilofophiae Secundae. Infiau- 

rationis Magnae Tars V. p-3144* 

^e Sapientia Veterum Liber ad 

inclytam Academiam Cantabri- 

gienfcm. lllufiriffimo Viro Co- 

miti Sarisfaurienfi, Summo The- 

faurario Angliae^ ^ Cancellario 

Academiae Cantabrigicnfis. 34(5 

Almae Matrix Inclytae Academiae 

Camabrigienfi. 34/ 

Traefatio. 34S 

2)^ Sapientia Veterum. 3 80 

Imago Civilis Julii Cacfaris. 3 8<> 

Imago Civilis Augufti Cacfaris. 388 
In felicem Memoriam Elizabethac 

Angliae Reginae. 3 8p 

Meditationes facrae, ^ 396 

^e Miraculis Servatoris. ibid. . 

^e Columbina Innocentia & Ser- 
pentina Prudent ia. 3P7 
^e Bxaltatione Charitatis* 358 
^e Menfura Curarum. ibid. 
2)^ Spe Terr eft ri. 3PP 
®tf Hypocritis. 400 
Ni 1)e 



i8o A CATALOGUE Of MY 

^e Impoftoribus. p.400 

^e Generibus Impojiurae. 40 1 

^eAtheifmo. ibid. 

^e Haerefibus. 462 

^e Ecclefia & Scripturts. 403 

I. Epijiola iik/Fulgentium. ibid. 

II. Refer iptum Procurator is Regis 
Trimariiy ad Academiam Czn- 
tabrigicnfcm, quandoinfanliius 
Regis Concilium cooptdtus fuit. 464 

III. Francifcus Baro de Vcrulamio, 
Vicecomes Sandi Albani, Almae 
Matri inclytae Academiae Can- 
tabrigicnfi, Salutem. 40 f 

IV. Inclytae Academiae Oxomcr\£\ 

S. / ibid. 

V. Refcriptum Academiae Oxom- 
cnfis Francifca Bacono. ibid 

VL Francifcus Baro de Vcrulamio, 
Vicecomes Sanfti Albani/^rr^»/^- 
bri Collegio San£ide & Indivi- 
duae Trinitatis in Cantabrigia, 
Salutem. 406 

VII. Almae Matri AcademiaeCzw- 
tabrigicnfi. ibid. 

The 



LOB-D BACON'S WRITINGS. i8i 

Thefirft Book of Brands Bacon, of 
the Troficience and Advance- 
ment of Learnings divine and 
human. P'+i? 

Thefecond Book. 450 

Xhe Laft Will of Sir Francis Bacon 
Vifcount %t. KWiVcv, ffp 



VOL. III. 

NAturalHiJloryy Cent.l. Ex- 
periments in confort, touch- 
ing the Jiraining and pajffing of 
Bodies one thrd another i which 
they call Ter eolation, p. i 

— rCent 11. Experiments in 

confort touching Mujic. 29 

-—. Cent III. Experiments in 

confort touching the Motion of 
Sounds. 47 

Cent. IV. Experiments 



in confort touching the Clarifi- 
cation of Liquor Sy and the acce- 
lerating thereof 6f 
N 3 Natural 



iSi A CATALOGUE OF MY 

Natural Hiftory, Cent.W Ex- 
periments in confort touching 
the Acceleration of Germmor 
tion. p. 8 6 

•! Cent. VI. Experiments 

in confort touching Curiofties 
about Fruits andTlants. 103 

Cent. VII. Experiments 



in cor fort touching differences 
bettzeen ^Plants and animated 
Bodies. 120 

"Cent. VIII, Experiment 



foUtaty touching Veins of medi- 
cinal Earth. 14^ 
'Cent. IX. Experiment 



' folitary touching perception in 
Bodies infenfible^ tending to na- 
tural %>i'vination or fubtile 
Trjals. 16^ 

'Cent. X. Experiments 



in confort touching the Tranfmif 
fon and Influx of imrnateriate 
Virtues y and the Force af Ima- 
gination. i %^ 

^hyfiological 
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Thyfiological Remains. Inquifi- 
tions touching the compounding 
of Metals. p.210 

Articles of§lueftions touching Mi- 
nerals. LordBacons §luejiions 
with T^r. Mevcrcl's Solutions ^ 
concerning the compounding^ in- 
corporatingy or Union of Metals 
or Minerals : which SubjeB is 
thefirft Letter of his Lordjbip's 
Alphabet. 214 

© r, M c vcrcl V Anfwers to the fore- 
going ^ejlions. 2 1 f 

Articles of Enquiry concerning > 
Minerals. The fecond Letter 
oftheCrofS'RoWj touching the 
Separation of Metals and Mi- 
nerals. 217 

^r. Mevercl J Anfwer to the fore- 
going §luefiions. 2 1 p 

Enquiries concerning Metals and 
Minerals. The fourth Letter 
of the CrofS'RoWy touching Re- 
ftitution. 221 

®r. Mevcrcrx Anftsoer. ibid, 

N 4 Lord 



i8+ A CATALOGUE OF MY 

Lord VcrulamV Inquijition toufh- 
ing the l^erfionSy Tranfmuta- 
thnSy Multiplications and Af- 
fections of Bodies. p. 2 2 1 

Certain Experiments made by the \ 

Lord Bacon about Weight in Air \ 

and Water. 225 

Certain fudden Thoughts of the 
Lord Bacon J, fet down by him 
iindi'r the Title of Experiments 
forTrofit. 224. 

Certain Experiments of the Lord 
Bacon J about the Commixture 
of Liquors only^ not Solids % 
without Heat or Agitation^ but 
only by (imple Compojition and 
Settling. 22j; 

A Catalogue of Bodies attraftive 
and not attra6iive^ together 
"u^ith experimental Obftrvat ions 
about At t ration. 2 2 (J 

Medical Remains. 228 

Medxal Receipts of the Lord 
Bacon, 23 j 

New 
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New Atalantis, a Work unfinijh' 
ed. p.23f 

MagnftliaNaturaeyftaecipue quo^d 
Ufus huma^os. 2 fp 

A Co lie £t ion of Apothegms new 
andold. 261 

Ornament a R^atiopalia: or Elegant 
Sentences^ fome made^ others 
collected by the Lord 5acon. 293 

A ColleBfon of Sentences out of 
the Writings of Lord^zzovi. 294 

Efjfays civil and moral. 301 

A Fragmeiit of the Colours of Good 
andEviL 384 

A Table of the Colours or Appea- 
rances of Good and Evily and 
their degrees. 385- 

Hiftory of the Reign of King Henry 
VIL 3P8 

Hiftory of the Reign of KingUi^nty 
VIIL fo; 

The Beginning of the Hiftory of 
Great Britain. ^'op 

Mifcellany Works of the Right 
Honourable Francis Lord Vcru- 

lams 
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lam 5 publifl)d by William Raw- 
Icy, ©. ©. An. 1629. P-f^^ 

Confiderations touching a War 
w/>>& Spain. Infer ibedto^rince 
Charles, jin. 1624. fij* 

AnAdvertifement touching aHoly 
War. Written in the Tear 
1622. f34 

Appendix. An Account of the 
lately erected Service called^ the 
Office ofCompoJitionfor Aliens 
tions. f4P 

Advice to Sir George Villiers, af- 
terwards ^uke ^Buckingham, f 64 



VOL IV. 

ATropofition to his Majefty^ 
by Sir Francis Bacon Knt, 
HisMajeJlys Attorney-General^ 
and one of his Trivy-Council 3 
touching the Compiling and A- 
mendment of the Laws of Eng- 
land. p,i 
3 The 



LORD BACOIJ^'S WRITINGS- 187 

The Elements of the Common 
Z^wj (?f England. Containing^ 
I. A ColleBion of fome principal 
Rules and Maxims of the Com- 
mon Law ^ with their Latitude 
andEiXtent^ W.TheUfeoftbe 
Common Law for "Prefervation 
of our Terfons, Goods and Goad 
Names i according to the Laws 
and Cufims of this Land, p, 1 2 

The Maxims of the Law. 1 8 

The Ufe of the Law. f6 

A T reparation toward the Union 
of the L^ws ^England 4md 
Scotland. 84 

The Office of Conftables, Original 
mdUfe of Court S'Leet^ Sheriffs 
Tiimy &c. • i>4. 

The Arguments in Law of Sir 
Francis Bacon Knt. the King's 
Sollicitor General^ in certain 
great and difficult Cafes ^ 10 1 

Cafe of Impeachment of Wafie^ 
argued before all the Judges in 
t^e Exchfquer-Chamber. 102 

The 
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The Argument in Lowe s Cafe of 
Tenures^ in the Kings Bench, p. 1 14 

The Cafe of Revocation of Ufes^ 
in the Kings Bench. 121 

The JurifdidHon of the Marches. 128 

A ^Draught of an AH againji an 
ufurious Shift of Gain^ in de^ 
liver ing Commodities injiead of 
Money^ &c. I4f 

Ordinances made by the Lord 
Chancellor Bacon, for the better 
and more regular Adminijlration 
ofjujiice in the Chancery ^ to 
be daily obferved^ faving the 
Prerogatives of the Court. \\6 

The learned Re adingof Mr. Francis 
T^zcon upon the Statute of'Uf^s. if6 

The Argument of Sir Francis Bacon 
Knt. His Majejlys Sollicitor- 
General^ in Cafe of the Poft-Nati 
I?/* Scotland, in the Exchequer- 
Chamber I before the Lord Chan- 
cellor and all the Judges ofEti^- 
land. l8f 



A 
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A brief Difcourfi of the happy 
Union of the Kingdoms ofEn^- 
land and Scotland. p. 2 1 o 

Certain Articles or declarations 
touching the Union of the King- 
doms ^England and Scotland : 
colleBed and difperfed for his 
Majeftys better Service. 216 

A Speech in Tarliamenty 39 Eliz. 
upon the Motion ofSubfidy. 228 

A Speech by Sir Francis Bacon Knt. 
chofen by the Co'^mons tofrefent 
a Petition touching Purveyors ^ 
&c. 231 

A Speech ufedby Sir Francis Bacon 
Knt. in the honourable Houfe of 
, Commons f Jacobi 5 concerning 
the Article of the General Na- 
turalization of the Scotifh Na- 
tion. 235' 

A Speech ufed by Sir Francis Bacon 
Knt. in the lower Houfe ofTar- 
liament^ by occajion of a Motion 
concerning the Union of Laws. 24,6 
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ji Report Pfdde by Sir Francis 
Sacon Knt. in the Houfe of 
Commons^ of a Speech delivered 
by the Eari of Szli$b[itys and 
another Speech delivered by the 
Earl of Northsimipton, ataCon- 
ference concerning the Tetition 
ofthe Merchants upon the Spznifh 
Grievances, Parliament f Ja- 
cob!. P-^fd 

A Speech ufedto the King, by His 
MajeJlysSollicitdry being chofen 
by the Commons as their Mouth 
and Mejfengery for the prefent^ 
ing tohisMajeJly thelf^ument 
or Writing of their Grievances, 
in the Parliament 7 Jacabi. 2 60 

A Speech of the King's Sollicttor 
ufed unto the Lords, at a Con- 
ference by CommiJJion from the 
Commons, &c. 261 

A Speech of the King's Sollicitor, 
perfuading the Houfe of Com- 
mans to defift from further que- 

ftion 



LOUD BACON'S WRITINGS- ipi 

Jiien of receiving the King's Me f 
fages by their Sfeaketi &c. p. 26^ 

A Brief Speech in the end of the 
Sejfion of Parliament /Jacobi, 
perfuading fome Supply te be 
given to his Majefty^ jdrc 266 

A Speech delivered by the Kind's 
Attorney Sir Francis Bacon, in 
the lower Houp, when theHoufe 
was in great Heat and mfich 
troubUd among the Undertakers^ 
&c. 267 

The Speech which was ufed by the 
Lord' Keeper of the Qreat Seal 
in the Star-Chamber^ before the 
Summer Circuits 5 the King be- 
ingtheninScatJimi^ 1617. zyy 

TheSpee^bufedbySirlExzxiQvsTi^oriy 
Lprd Keeper of the Great Seal 
i?/'£ftglMid, r^ «y/>WilHam Jones, 
upon his calling to be Lord Chief 
Jujiice of Ireland. 161 j. 279 

The Lord-Keepers Speech in the 
.Exchequer to Sir John Dcnham, 

when 



ipi A CATALOGUE OF MY 

when he was called to be one of 
the Barons of the Exchequer, p. 2 8 1 

His Lordjbip's Speech in the Com- 
man Tleas^ to Juftice Hutton, 
when he was called to be one of 
the Judges of the Common 
"Pleas. i8i 

His Lordjbip's Speech ih the "Par- 
liamenty being Lord Chancellor^ 
to the Speakers Excufe. 283 

Sir Francis Bacon x Charge at 4^ 
SeJJions of the Verge. zJB8 

A Charge delivered by Sir Francis 
Bacon, the Kings Attorney Ge- 
neral^ at the Arraignment of 
the Z^r^Sanquhar, in the King's 
Bench at Wcftminftcr. ip ^ 

TPhe Charge of Sir Francis Bacon, 
HisMajeflys Attorney-General^ 
touching T^uelsi upon an In- 
formation in the Star-Chamber 
tigainfi Prieft and Wright. 2^7 

The "Decree of the Star^ChntHber 
againji ^uels. 3 04* 

The 



LORD BACON'S WRITINGS. i^j 

The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon 
Knt. his Majeftys Attorney Ge- 
neral ^ agairift William Talbpt a 
Counfellor at Law ^Ireland, p. 3 op 

The Charge given by Sir Francis 
Bacon, His Majejifs Attorney- 
Generaly againji Mr. Oliver St. 
John, for fcandalizing and tra- 
ducingy in the public SeJJions^ 
Letters fent from the Lords of 
the Council touching the Bene- 
volence. 3 14, 

TheCharge againji OyfJcti^ indiBe4 
of High Treafon in the Kings 
Benchy by Sir Francis Bacon Knt. 
His Majejlys Attorney-Gene^ 
ral. 321 

The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon 
th^ Kings Attorney-General a- 
gainjl Mr. Lumfden, Sir John 
Wentworth> ^w^iSVr John Holies 
for fcandal and traducing of the 
Kings Juftice in the Proceed- 
ings againji Wo^^oviy in the Star- 
Chamber y 10 November, i6if. 324 
O The 
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The Charge J byway of evidence ^ 
by Sir Francis Bacon, His Ma- 
jejiys Attomey-Generaly before 
the Lord High Steward and the 
7eers^ againji trainees CounteJ} 
of Somcrlcty concerning thepoi- 
fining of Sir Thomas Over- 
bury, p.jja 

The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon, 
. his Majefifs AttorneyGeneraly 
by way of Evidence^ before the 
Lord High Steward^ and the 
Veers y againfl Robert Earl of 
Somcrfet, concerning thepoiforh 
/^^^Overburjr. 334* 

Certain Obfervations upon a Libel^ 
publijhed theprefent Tear i fpa, 
intituled, A ^declaration of the 
true Caufes of the great Troubles 
prefuppofed to be intended a- 
gainjl the Realm of ^ti^^xidi. 342^ 

A true Report of the detefiable 
Treafon intended by TOo^or Ro- 
derigo Lopez, a Thyfician at- ' 

tending 



Lord bacons writings. 19s 

tending upon the Terfon of the 
ClueerisM^jefty. p-?/^ 

A 'Declaration of. the T radices 
^ndTreafms attempted and com- 
mitted by Robert Earl ofEGex 
and his Accomplices againft her 
Majefly anther Kingdofns j and 
of the Proceedings y as well as 
the Arraignments and Convic- 
tions of the faid Earl and his 
Adherents, &c. 3*^ 

Some particulars of that which 
pajfed after the Arraignment of 
the late Earls y and at the Time 
of the Suffering of the Earl of 
Effex. • 405^ 

the Apology of Sir Francis Bacon, 
in certain Imputations concern- 
ing the late Earl of Effex. 429 
Certain Conjiderations touching 
the^lantationinlKhnd. Tre- 
fentedtohisMajeftyy 1606. 44» 
Advice to the King touching Mr. 
$x)Xto\i%Efiate. 449 

t 

O » theological 
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Theological Pf^orks. A Confejpon 
of Faith ^ written by the Right 
HonourableVrindsBzcoti, Baron 
^Verulam, ^c. P-453 

jin Advertifement touching the 
Controverjies of the Church of 
England. ^^8 

CertainConJiderationstouchingthe 
better Pacification and Edifica- 
tion of the Church *f England. 
Dedicated to his tnoft Excellent 
Majefty. 471 

Concerning the Liturgy ^ the Cere- 
monies arid Subfcriftion. 479 

Touching the Trovifion fdr fuf- 
cient Maintenance in the Church. 48 f 

A Trayer or Tfalm made by the 
Lord'&s.con, Chancellor of En^- 
land. 487 

The Student's Trayer. 488 

The Writer's Trayer. ibid. 

The Ttdnflation of Tfalms i^to 
Englijh Verfe. By the Right 
Honourable Francis Lord Vcra- 
1am, Vifcount %x.. hiiaasx. 485) 

An 



LORD BACON'S WRITINGS. i5>7 

An Explanation what manner of 
Terfons thofejhould be that are 
to execute the ^ower of Ordi- 
nance of theKing'sTrerogative.ip.^9% 

Short Notes for civil Converfa- 
iion. foo 

An Ejfay on T>eath. 50 1 

The Characters of a believing 
Chrijlian^ in Taradoxes^ and 
feeming Com r,"" dictions ^ compar- 
ed with the Copy printed Lond. 
1^45-. fo4 

A Trayer made and ufed by the 
Lord Chancellor Bacon. . fo/ 

Letters in the Reign ^^Eliza- 
beth. j'Op 

Letters in the Reign of King 
Ja;mes. ^^6 
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BOOKS printed Jhr, iMd fold b^ 
A.Millar. 

I. 'TpHE Works of Francis Bacok, Baroii 

^ of Verulamy Vifcount Su Albany and Lord 
High Chancellor of England, In which are {^ve- 
tal Pieces never before printed in any Edition of 
bi$ Works. With a new Life of the Author by 
Mr. Mallet. In 4 Vol. Folio. There is printed^ 
to complete thofe Gentlemens Sets that purchased 
the former Edition, the new Life of the Author 
by Mr. Mallet^ and the additional Pietes, at 10/. 
hd. the fmall Paper, and 15 s. the large. Printed 
in Folio, the fame Size as the laff Edition* 

It. a compliete Colle6tion of the Htftorical^ 
Politicaly and Mifiellaneous Works of John Mil- 
ton : Corre£Hy printed from the Original Edi^ 
tions. With an Hiftorical and Critical Account 
of the Lifpy and Writings of the Author : 
Containing feveral Oriif ma/ P<!7^f of rtrs, never 
More pubU/h*d ; and a iai^ Alpbaiettcal Index. ^ 
Thomas Birch, A. M. and F. R. S. in 2 Vol. 
Folio, beautifully printed on a fine Paper, and 
adorned with a curious Head of the Author^ 
engraven by Mr. Vertuiy from a Drawing by 
Mr. Richardfm. 

IIL mat Oceana^ and other Works of jAM£ir 
Harrington, Efq; collected, methodized, and 
teviewed; with an exad Account of hi$ Life 
prefixed, by Toland: To which is added, an Ap^ 
pendixy containing all the Political Trails wrote 
by this Author^ omiitted in Mr. TolamTs Edition. 

IV. An Historical and Political 
Discourse of the Laws and Govern-' 
MENT OF England, from the Fir/l Times to 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, w'ith a Vin«» 
dication of the antient Way of Parliaments in 
England. 

Colleded from fomeManufcript Notes of Jgth n 
Selden, Efq; by NATHANIEL Bacon, of 

Grafs' 



Book printed for A. 'M 1 1^ l a r, 

Graf5'InnyE(^\ The fourth Edition : CorrefteJ 
and improved by a Gentleman of the A£d^ 
die-Temple. 

N: B. There arc a few of the above four print- 
ed for the Curious on a fuperfine large Paper. 

V. The Political Works of -<iNDREw Flet- 
cher, Efq; containing, i. A Difcourfe ofGo- 
vcrnm^'t, with relation to Militia's. 2, 3. Dif- 
courfes concerning the Affairs oi Scotland ; written 
in the Year 1698. 4. Difcorfo delle Gpfe di 
Spagna fcritto nel mefe di Luglio ib^^^^S^ ^ 
Speech upon theState of the Nation, in Aprif jfotl 
6. Speeches by a Member of the Parliament, which 
bsgan at Edinburgh the 6th of May 1703. 7. An^ 
Account oi z 'O)nverfation concerning a right 
Regulation of Governments for the common Good 
of Mankind : In. a Letter to the Marquifs of Mont- 
rofcj the Earls of Rathe Sy Roxburgh^ and tiaddingtm^ 
from London the fix&oi December , 1703. 

VL The' Works of Mr! Thomson, in % Vols. 
8vo. Vol. I. containing Springy Summer ^ Autumn^ 
Winter ; a Hymn on the Seafons 5 a Poem facred 
to the Memory of Sir Ifaac Newton j Britannia^ a 
Poem J and Sophonisha^ a Tragedy, Vol. II. con- 
taining Ancient and Modernltaly compared,Gr^^r^, 
Rome J Britain^ and the ProJpeSfy being the five 
Parts of Liberty^ a Poem ; a roem to the Memory 
of the late Lord Chancellor Ta^t ; Agamemnon^ 
a Tragedy ; and Edward znA Eleonora^ a Tragedy. 

Either of the Volumes are to be had feparate. 

N. B. Thereare a few Copies remaining of thofe 
printed on a fuperfine Royal Paper in 2 Vol. 4to. 

VIL TheMythology and/^siW^xof the Antients, 
explained from Htftory: By the Abbe Banier, 
Member of the Royal Academy of Infer iptions and 
Belles Letters. Vol. I. and 11. Tranjlated from the - 

(riginal French. N. B. Thcfc 2 Vols, contain 
our of the French. 

VIII. 



Books printed for A. Millar. 

VIII. Matho ; or .the Cosmotheoria 
PuERiLis. A Dialog^e. In which the iirft 
Principles of Phjlofophy and Aftronomy are ac- 
commodated to the Capacity of young Perfons, 
or fuch as have yet.no Tin<!Jure of thefe Sciences. 
Hence the Principles o/ Natural Religion are de- 

'fu^>^ duced. In 2 Vols. 8vo. 

'^ ' By the Author of An Inquiry into the Nature pf 

the Human Soul. 

IX. An Enquiry into the Nature of the Hum an 
Soul, wherein the Immateriality of the Soul is 
evinced, from the Principles of Rcafon and Philofo- 
phy. In 2 vol. 8vo. 

He who would fee the jufteji and precifejl Notions 
of God J and the Souly may read this Book ; one 
of the mojl finijhed of the Kind, in my bumble Opi- 
niony that the prefent Times j greatly advanced in 
true Philofophyy have produced. 

Warbvrtoij's Divine Legation of Moks 
demt^njlratedy p. 395, firft JEdjtion. 
X.TheLiFE pf TamesFitz-Jame$,Dukb 
OF Berwick, MarJhaU Duke^ and Peer of 
Fr AN c e. General of his Mojl Chrifiian Majefif^ 
Armies. Containing an Account erf his 
Birth^ Education^ and Military Exploits in Ireland^ 
Flanders^ Spain^ the CevenneSt Dattphiniy and on the 
Rhine : With the Particulars "of th.e Ba.ttle of Al- 
manzay and the Siege of Barcelona. Giving a ge- 
neral View of the Affairs of Europe for theft 
fifty Years paft. The whole iqterfperfed with 
Military and Political Refle<Slions, and the Charac- 
tersof Eminent Men. 

Speedily will be puhlijhed^ 
Several Pieces, fome of" which npver before 
printed ; which, with Eurydicf a Tragedy, Muf- 
taphoy and this Life, will complete Mr. Mallet\ 
Works. 



, -.'* 



#W^Nt.'f 



4.5" 



, W'^"^ 



r 



^^ 



I' 



-x 



4- 



r 







'v^ ',>-J 



btJ.. 



i^ 



f^ 




, \ 







4. t 





